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Fifth Sunday in Lent March 29, 2020 
 

REPENT AND BELEIVE 
We welcome all who gather here this morning as we walk with Jesus 

to Jerusalem and the cross. A special welcome to all guests and 

visitors.  God so loved the world, that He sent Jesus to bear the 

burden of our sin on the cross, so that we could receive forgiveness, 

salvation, and life everlasting. 

CHRIST DIED FOR YOU!’ 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Hymns are from the Green Hymnal. 

(* Stand as you are able) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The Apostle Paul writes that “to set the mind on the flesh is 

death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.”   

 

We confess, O God, that when we, as your people in this place, 

set our minds on the things of the flesh as opposed to the Spirit, 

our lives become all too easily influenced by and attracted to 

the powers of the world.   

Forgive us when our vision is limited by the power of 

the ‘bottom line’ - whether we can afford to make plans 

for the future or not. 
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Remind us that all things are possible when our minds are set 

on the Spirit. 

Forgive us if we remain captive to patterns and 

programmed of the past. 

 

Remind us that newness and future possibilities can become 

reality when our minds are set on the Spirit. 

Forgive us when daily news reports and personal 

experiences fill us with fear and depression, 

hopelessness and despair. 

 

Remind us that when minds are set on the Spirit, you give us 

the ability to cope because your Spirit, O God, brings life into 

the most deadening situations. 

Forgive us when our words and actions conceal the 

truth of the gospel. 

 

Remind us that our integrity is alive and well when our minds 

are set on the Spirit. 

A time of silence 

Gracious life-giving God, set our minds, our hearts, and our 

lives anew on the Holy Spirit so that we are filled with your 

life and love, mercy and peace.  May all our relationships be so 

bound together with these qualities that we are visible 

reminders that your Spirit, O God dwells in us all.   

 This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

Our hope is in God whose steadfast love surrounds us and in 

whom “is great power to redeem”.  This power is revealed in 

Jesus Christ who promises us life where there is death, and 

forgiveness where there is sin. The good news therefore is this: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

 Thanks be to God! 
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*OPENING SONG “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” # 328 
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 
 

Crown him, you martyrs of our God, who from his altar call; 

extol the stem of Jesse’s rod and crown him Lord of all. 

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod and crown him Lord of all. 
 

O seed of Israel’s chosen race now ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 
 

Hail him, you heirs of David’s line, whom David Lord did call-- 

the God Incarnate, man divine-- and crown him Lord of all. 

The God Incarnate, man divine-- and crown him Lord of all. 
 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all. 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE – Give somebody a call today. 
 

*KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen.. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all 

from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your 

Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 

The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 

or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. 

In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the 

Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing 

promise in our baptism. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                             Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though 

dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times 

Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.” 
 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 

of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 

they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 

answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 

and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to 

its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 

upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 

the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 

and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 

on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
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completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 

GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 

O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall 

know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 

live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 

LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  Romans 8:6-11 
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving 

force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the 

very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 

it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the 

flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 

sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 

dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 

in you. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 

Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 

 

 

*GOSPEL READING                               John 11:1-45 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic 

scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

 The holy gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 

wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent 
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a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard 

it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, 

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that 

Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 

and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 

hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because 

they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 

because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our 

friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 

he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 

dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 

But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 

disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 

about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 

and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know 

that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your 

brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again 

in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 

told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when 

she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet 

come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 

quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 

going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and 

saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 

Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 

and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 

him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See 

how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 

eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
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  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 

stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not 

tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they 

took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 

you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said 

this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 

you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 

come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 

of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 

and let him go.” 

  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 

what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

  SERMON Pastor Bill Peters 
 

*SONG OF THE DAY    “I Am the Bread of Life” ELW  # 484  
 

"I am the Bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger, 

and who believe in me shall not thirst. 

No one can come to me unless the Father beckons." 
 

Refrain  "And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, 

and I will raise you up on the last day." 

 

"The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world, 

and if you eat of this bread, 

you shall live forever, you shall live forever."  Refrain 
 

"Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man 

and drink of his blood, and drink of his blood, 

you shall not have life within you."  Refrain 
 

"I am the resurrection, I am the life. 

If you believe in me,  

even though you die, you shall live forever."  Refrain 
 

Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who have come into the world.  Refrain 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we 

pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven 

the church with your Spirit and bless the work of those who 

work for its renewal. Accomplish your work of salvation in us 

and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve 

when creation suffers. Restore polluted lands and waterways. 

Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, 

droughts, or other natural disasters.  Bring all things to new 

life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with 

eager expectation: those longing for wars to cease, those 

waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, and those in 

dire need of humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your hope. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who 

are held captive by anxiety, despair, pain, illness and threat of 

illness . Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who 

struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this 

congregation to collaborate with our community in caring for 

the needs of our neighbors. Strengthen our ties with our 

neighbors, with other local congregations, agencies, and 

services. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those 

who have died and trust that, in you, they will live again. 

Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, might live 

with you forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our 

prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 THANKSGIVING  

God invites us to respond to His grace 

  OFFERING  

Please send your gifts to your Treasurer or 

give through Tithe.ly (link on oneinchristlutheranparish.org) 
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*OFFERTORY SONG          “Create in Me…”   ELW # 186 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

*BLESSING   

*THREE-FOLD AMEN 

*RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

*SENDING SONG “God Be with You” ELW # 536 

God be with you till we meet again;  

by good counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd's care enfold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Refrain      Till we meet, (till we meet,)  

till we meet, (till we meet again,) 

till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)  

till we meet, (till we meet,) 

till we meet, (till we meet again.) 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

God be with you till we meet again; 

holy wings securely hide you, 

daily manna still provide you; 

God be with you till we meet again.    Refrain 
 

God be with you till we meet again; 

when life's perils thick confound you, 

put unfailing arms around you; 

God be with you till we meet again.    Refrain 
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*THE DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                          March 29, 2020 

Can These Bones Live? 
    Before it is anything else, today’s gospel is an up-close, deeply 

personal story of grief. Even the movements seem familiar: Jesus is 

on the way, then present to each sister. At last, he stands outside the 

tomb of his friend who has died, and whom the community mourns. 

    In today’s first reading, we are swept up with Ezekiel and 

deposited into a wilderness valley full of dry, dead bones. In the 

valley, God asks Ezekiel, “Mortal, can these bones live?” 

(Ezek. 37:3). Of Lazarus in our gospel reading for today, we, like 

Ezekiel, might also respond: “O Lord GOD, you know.” How can dry 

bones come to life? And how could a dead man ever possibly live 

again? Indeed, we might wonder if it will be enough, ever could be 

enough, that Jesus is “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). At 

the same time, we easily understand and echo Martha and Mary, who 

were both accusing angrily and confessing hopefully when they said, 

“Lord, if you had been here . . .” (John 11:21, 32). 

    As John tells it, Lazarus has been in the tomb four days by the 

time Jesus arrives. By then the whole village is awash in grief. When 

Jesus weeps too, they are amazed at his loving devotion: here is a 

strong sign of connection, a visible reminder that Jesus is truly 

present among human community, not above it. In the end, Jesus 

does what we could never imagine was even a remote possibility. He 

calls to the one entombed; he summons life, like the Spirit blowing 

over the valley in Ezekiel. God is up to something! Here, a sign of 

signs: God is making all things new. 

    New life is emerging from the tombs of our world and from the 

shadowed corners of our hearts. May Jesus’ resurrecting power be 

felt deep in our own bones! 
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