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 One in Christ Lutheran Parish 
Ministers  Every member of the Parish 

Pastors      Randy Baldwin       #590-0727 – cell;  

                          Email:  pastorrandy@oneinchristlutheranparish.org  

                 Bill Peters             #590-2737 – cell;  

                          Email:  pastorbill@oneinchristlutheranparish.org 

                 web page – www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org   
Third Sunday of Easter April 26, 2020 
 

ALLELUIA! 
We joyfully welcome all guest and visitors who are worshiping with us 

this morning.  We gather to celebrate our Lord's glorious resurrection. 

OUR SAVIOR LIVES! 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Hymns are from the Green Hymnal. 

(* Stand as you are able) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Risen Lord Jesus, what is it that keeps us from recognizing 

you?  

Are we so full of ourselves, it is all too easy to block you 

right out of our lives? 

Silent Reflection 

Is it the way we interpret Scripture that obscures the 

signs pointing to you? 

Silent Reflection 

Perhaps we are guilty of being slow of heart when we 

don’t recognize you in our neighbor, or in the form of 

the poor or the dispossessed. 

Silent Reflection 

Our eyes and ears have become so crammed with the 

sights and sounds of living that we simply fail to see you 

or to recognize your voice. 

Silent Reflection 
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Risen Lord Jesus, help us to empty ourselves of all that hinders 

our awareness of your presence with us.  Fill us with the joy of 

knowing your continuing presence, so that, like those travelers 

on the road to Emmaus, we too, hasten to share this great good 

news with others  

 Amen. 

 

We recognize God’s great love for the world revealed in the 

death and resurrection of Jesus...who came into the world not 

to condemn it but to save it. Those who believe in him are not 

condemned. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

 

OPENING SONG “Now the Green Blade Rises” ELW # 379 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 

thinking that he would never wake again; 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

your touch can call us back to life again, 

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING       

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE – Give somebody a call today. 
 

KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” ELW # 380 

Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 

He is now the Living One; 

from the gloomy halls of death 

Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 

bright forerunner to the skies 

of his people, yet to rise. 

 

Jesus lives! Why do you weep? 

Why that sad and mournful sigh? 

Christ who died our brother here 

lives our brother still on high, 

lives forever to bestow 

blessings on his church below. 
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Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, 

life eternal waits for you; 

joined to Christ, your living head, 

where he is, you shall be too; 

with the Lord, at God's right hand, 

as a victor you shall stand. 

 

Jesus lives! Let all rejoice. 

Praise him, ransomed of the earth. 

Praise him in a nobler song, 

cherubim of heav'nly birth. 

Praise the victor king, whose sway 

sin and death and hell obey. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples 

in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we 

may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, 

loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to 

redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the 

breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are 

proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of 

Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                             Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold 

declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 

crowd], 36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 

God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
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  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 

and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to 

them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who 

are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he 

testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his 

message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 

added. 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  1 Peter 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are 

strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of 

Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things 

as silver or gold. 
 

17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially 

according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 
18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 

your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He 

was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end 

of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, 

who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 

hope are set on God. 

  22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 

so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 

heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable 

seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!”  ELW # 172 

Sing thru 2 times 

 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
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GOSPEL READING                               Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers 

the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the 

scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 
 

 

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] 

two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came 

near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you 

walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose 

name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 

who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 
19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 

the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the 

one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 

these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded 

us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find 

his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a  
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vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with 

us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did 

not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not 

necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 

glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 

them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 

ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 

with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he 

went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took 

bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were 

opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They 

said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That 

same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 

and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has 

risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 

breaking of the bread. 
 

 

  SERMON Pastor Bill Peters 
 

SONG OF THE DAY    “Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia!”” ELW # 382 
 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

Gratefully our hearts adore him 

as his light once more appears; 

bowing down in joy before him, 

rising up from griefs and tears. 

 

  Refrain Christ is risen! Alleluia!  

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 
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Christ is risen! All the sadness 

of our Lenten fast is o'er; 

through the open gates of gladness 

he returns to life once more; 

death and hell before him bending 

see him rise, the victor now, 

angels on his steps attending, 

glory round his wounded brow.   

 

 Refrain Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

 

Christ is risen! All the sorrow 

that last evening round him lay 

now has found a glorious morrow 

in the rising of today. 

See the grave its firstfruits giving, 

springing up from holy ground; 

Christ was dead, but now is living; 

he was lost, but he is found.   

 

 Refrain Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

 

Christ is risen! Henceforth never 

death or hell shall us enthrall. 

We are Christ's, in him forever 

we have triumphed over all. 

All the doubting and dejection 

of our trembling hearts have ceased; 

hail the day of resurrection! 

Let us rise and keep the feast.   
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 Refrain Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 
 
   

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Lord, in your mercy … hear our prayer. 

 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we 

join the people of God in all times and places in praying for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

For those whose hearts are burning with love for your gospel, 

that they are empowered to tell the story of your love in their 

lives and to show hospitality in response to this love. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, 

valleys, mountains, and for all the wild and endangered 

animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured and 

protected. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to 

perpetuate, forgive us. Restrain the nations from fighting over 

limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of scarcity and 

violence. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with 

us, and walk with all those who are hungry, friendless, 

despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

For the faith forming ministries of this church. For those 

waiting for baptism, communion, and confirmation. For those 

who long for Sunday school and adult education; guide and 

inspire learners of every age and in all circumstances. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of 

eternal and resurrected life. Give us thankful hearts for those 

who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of new life 

with you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all 

for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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 THANKSGIVING  

God invites us to respond to His grace 

  OFFERING  

Let us be thankful for the gifts that God has provided  

and the opportunity to share. 

Please send your gifts to your Treasurer or give through 

 Tithe.ly (link on www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org) 
 

 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

BLESSING   

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

SENDING SONG “Thine is the Glory”  ELW # 376 

 

Thine is the glory, 

risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry 

thou o'er death hast won! 

Angels in bright raiment 

rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes 

where thy body lay. 

 

Refrain Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 

 

Lo, Jesus meets thee, 

risen from the tomb! 

Lovingly he greets thee, 

scatters fear and gloom; 

let his church with gladness 

hymns of triumph sing, 

for the Lord now liveth; 

death hath lost its sting!  
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Refrain Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 

 

No more we doubt thee, 

glorious Prince of life; 

life is naught without thee; 

aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conqu'rors, 

through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan 

to thy home above.   

 

Refrain Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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Third Sunday of Easter                                                          April 26, 2020 

 

Are You the Only Stanger? 
    The two had been shuffling town to town, living in their 

mockery of a station wagon, a rolling address for a time 

uncertain, telling improbable stories when they showed up, 

last in line, at the church food pantry. Then, as if dazed by a 

vision, the couple’s progress back to their bald-tire shelter 

halted. They stood still, looking sad. “We have an empty 

bedroom,” said the volunteer, a jolt that hinted that her words 

had outmaneuvered her judgment. Whether a plea or a 

confession, she continued, “Please come; stay with us.” So, 

they did. The night passed, and several more like it. The hard-

luck Chevy sat vacated in the driveway while in the house, 

stories unraveled into blessings. Then one morning when the 

coffee was brewed and bread browned into toast, they were 

simply gone, the two of them and the Chevy. On the kitchen 

table a note read, “Sutch [sic] a blessing that was here will 

stay with us for a long time or ever.” 

    How many times while walking the seven eternal miles 

from Jerusalem to Emmaus, discussing with each other the 

things that had taken place, did those two disciples of Jesus 

glance at his face or flinch at the sound of his voice, seeing 

only a stranger with them? It remains the misty curiosity of 

this late-in-the-day Easter story. How could they not know 

who he was, walking with them? What blind irony hangs from 

their one question: “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 

who does not know . . . ?” 

    Then—why?—they invited this stranger in. “Stay with us.” 

Perhaps the real surprise is not those disciples’ blindness but 

our bemusement that they did not recognize Jesus when he 

came to them. For how often have we, too, failed to see Jesus 

in the stranger? 
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