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Easter 4 May 3, 2020 



 

One in Christ Lutheran Parish 
Ministers  Every member of the Parish 

Pastors      Randy Baldwin       #590-0727 – cell;  

                          Email:  pastorrandy@oneinchristlutheranparish.org  

                 Bill Peters             #590-2737 – cell;  

                          Email:  pastorbill@oneinchristlutheranparish.org 

                 web page – www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org   
Fourth Sunday of Easter May 3, 2020 
 

HE IS RISEN! 
We joyfully welcome all guest and visitors who are worshiping with us 

this morning.  We gather to celebrate our Lord's glorious resurrection. 

HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Hymns are from the Green Hymnal. 

(* Stand as you are able) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We praise you, O God, for giving shape and meaning to the 

ancient image of yourself as shepherd through the person of 

Jesus Christ. In him, your compassion has been eternally 

revealed, giving your rod and staff the human face of love. 

Through Jesus’ persistence even to death - in seeking and 

saving the lost - your goodness and mercy has been abundantly 

experienced. His ongoing life continues to guide and lead us in 

paths of righteousness. How can we do other than praise and 

adore you, O God, and listen to Jesus’ voice as he calls us to 

follow him.  And yet, we confess that there are times when we 

fail to hear and obey his call because our lives are so filled with 

activities and noise. 
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Forgive us, O God, for the times when we fail to reach out and 

accompany those who are going through difficult times; those 

who feel imprisoned in a valley of shadows and find 

themselves overwhelmed by life.   

Jesus, good shepherd, help us to take the time and make 

the space to hear your call to us.   

 

The call to reveal your love, compassion and comfort, 

wherever you need us to bind up the wounds of the victims of 

today’s society.   

Jesus, good shepherd, help us to take the time and make 

the space to hear your call to us. 

 

The call to reveal in tangible and authentic ways, your passion 

for those who feel powerless to make any changes for good in 

their lives.  

Jesus, good shepherd, help us to take the time and make 

the space to hear your call to us. 

 

The call to empty ourselves of all that is contrary to your life 

within us, so that your goodness and mercies are enjoyed not as 

rewards to be hoarded, but as gifts to be shared.   

In your name, we pray. Amen 

 

Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, 

free from sins we might live for righteousness; by his wounds 

we have been healed. For we were going astray like sheep, but 

now have been returned to the shepherd and guardian of our 

souls. (1 Peter 2:24)   So, hear the good news: In Jesus Christ 

we are sought, we are found, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
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OPENING SONG “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” # 836 
 

 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

fill us with the light of day. 

 

All thy works with joy surround thee, 

earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee, 

center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 

ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living, 

ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, 

lift us to the joy divine! 
 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE – Give somebody a call today. 
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KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ “# 674 
 

Let us talents and tongues employ, 

reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Refrain Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

Christ is able to make us one, 

at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, 

love in word and in deed express. 

 

Refrain Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
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Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  

 

Refrain Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and 

lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by 

your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to 

the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the 

sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our 

heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he 

spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of 

the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                             Acts 2:42-47 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the 

day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is 

sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone 

has enough. 
 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were 

being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all 

things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent 

much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their  
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food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill 

of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who 

were being saved. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  (Read in unison)                         Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads 

me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right 

pathways for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup 

is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life, and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD forever. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, 

hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path 

of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 
 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while 

suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, 

what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, 

you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ 

also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in 

his steps. 

 22“He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did 

not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He 

himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 

might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For 

you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 

shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!”   ELW # 172 

Sing thru 2 times 

 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                               John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual 

leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
 

 The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 
2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know 

his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 

because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of 

speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 

not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 

will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

CHILDREN SERMON 

SERMON Pastor Randy Baldwin 
 

SONG OF THE DAY    “Have No Fear, Little Flock” # 764 

Have no fear, little flock; 

have no fear, little flock, 

for the Father has chosen 

to give you the kingdom; 

have no fear, little flock! 
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Have good cheer, little flock; 

have good cheer, little flock, 

for the Father will keep you 

in his love forever; 

have good cheer, little flock! 
 

Praise the Lord high above; 

praise the Lord high above, 

for he stoops down to heal you, 

uplift and restore you; 

praise the Lord high above! 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God; 

thankful hearts raise to God, 

for he stays close beside you, 

in all things works with you; 

thankful hearts raise to God! 
 

   

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we 

join the people of God in all times and places in praying for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of 

your church. Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, 

advisors, and faculty at colleges, seminaries, and learning sites. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return 

to your paths of righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in 

your ways, so that all may have the opportunity to live abundantly 

and sustainably. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who 

walk through dark valleys overshadowed by anxiety and 

overwhelmed with suffering. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy 

work, food pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregations. 

May none of our neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have 

called them by name and guided them to your side in death. We 

thank you for their lives of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 

whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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 THANKSGIVING  

God invites us to respond to His grace 

  OFFERING  

Please send your gifts to your Treasurer or 

give through Tithe.ly (link on oneinchristlutheranparish.org) 
 

 

SENDING SONG “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” # 681 

We plow the fields and scatter 

the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered 

by God's almighty hand, 

who sends the snow in winter, 

the warmth to swell the grain, 

the breezes and the sunshine, 

and soft refreshing rain. 
 

 Refrain All good gifts around us 

are sent from heav'n above. 

We thank you, Lord, 

we thank you, Lord, 

for all your love. 
 

You only are the maker 

of all things near and far. 

You paint the wayside flower, 

you light the evening star. 

The winds and waves obey you, 

by you the birds are fed; 

much more to us, your children, 

you give our daily bread.  
 

 Refrain All good gifts around us 

are sent from heav'n above. 

We thank you, Lord, 

we thank you, Lord, 

for all your love. 
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We thank you, our creator, 

for all things bright and good, 

the seedtime and the harvest, 

our life, our health, our food. 

No gifts have we to offer 

for all your love imparts, 

but what you most would treasure— 

our humble, thankful hearts.   
 

 Refrain All good gifts around us 

are sent from heav'n above. 

We thank you, Lord, 

we thank you, Lord, 

for all your love. 

 

BLESSING OF SEEDS AND SOIL 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

LITANY OF DEDICATION 

Let us give thanks to God: For the beauty of your world, the glory 

of starlit skies, the wonder of the changing seasons, the ever new 

miracle of stirring life in field and forest 

 We give you thanks, O God.    

For the privilege of sharing with you in the act of creating the 

good things of earth for your children and for your nearness in all 

the processes of agricultural life.  

 We give you thanks, O God.  

For the Christ of the country road, who walked and served in the 

pleasant land of Galilee, and who today walks the country roads 

of the world in partnership with all who till the soil,  

 We give you thanks, O God.  

For widening horizons of rural life, the open doors in which 

entering we may serve the rural peoples of the world, and walk 

the byways with Christ,  

 We give you thanks, O God.  

That it may please you speedily to grant a just and lasting peace in 

all the earth, that all peoples may again beat their swords into  

plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, that they may all  
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live together in fellowship and tranquility in the lands you have 

given them  

 We beseech you to hear us, O Lord.  

To the recreation of the beloved community bound together by 

ties of love in every countryside, in which all people shall share 

with joy in sowing the seed and reaping the harvest of the 

Kingdom of God,  

We dedicate our hands and minds, O Lord  

To a renewed appreciation of the Holy Earth and its resources, 

material and human.  

We dedicate our hands and minds, O Lord. 

Accept our thanksgiving, hear our prayers and 

intercessions, graciously use the gifts of mind, body, and 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

LITANY OF BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters in Christ; Today we seek God's blessing as 

we gather with thankfulness for his wondrous creation. We 

especially seek God's blessing at this time of planting and so we 

lift up signs and symbols of this season. 

We dedicate our equipment, our seed, our time, and our 

selves to the glory of God. 

All your works praise you. O Lord. 

 and your faithful servants bless you. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You 

 make the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you. We 

lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth. of things, 

seen and unseen. You stretched out the heavens like a curtain; you 

divided the day from night; you appointed times and seasons for 

work and rest, for tearing down and for building up. Be with us 

now and bless the work of those who labor in the fields. Grant us 

faith to know your gracious purpose in all things and continue 

your blessings to us through the bounty of your creation. 

 Amen. 

Let the people praise you, O God: 

 `let all the peoples praise you 

The earth has brought forth her increase; 

 may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 
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May God give us his blessing, 

 and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

 

BLESSING OF THE SEASONS 

The Lord promises, “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 

harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall 

not cease.”  

The seasons serve your purpose. They provide a time of 

rest, a time of sowing, a time of reaping, and a time of 

feasting. Bless the seasons and purpose they serve. 

BLESSING OF THE SEED 

God you have given us these seeds 

They have a past. They are the fruit of the past. They have 

a present. They are to be planted into your soil. They have 

a future. They are to bear fruit for the harvest. May the 

miracle of life within these seeds burst forth yielding a 

bountiful harvest. Bless these seeds and those who plant 

them. 

BLESSING OF EQUIPMENT 

God you have provided us with this equipment and technology  

These machines and this technology empower us to work 

the land, sow the seed, and harvest its abundance many 

times one hundredfold.  Gracious Lord, be with us now  

and bless us as we set apart this equipment to your glory 

and praise. Grant us diligence in maintenance, safety and 

caution in use, and patience during breakdowns. Give us 

the faith to know your gracious purpose in all things, give 

us joy in them, and lead us to the building up of your 

kingdom. Bless this equipment and those who use these 

tools and technology. 

BLESSING OF THE SOIL 

God you have created and given us this soil. 

The soil serves as the medium for the seed to grow, it 

cleans water, it regulates climate, it provides warmth, 

nourishment and support so that new life may emerge. 

Bless this soil that it may feed and nourish the seed. Bless 

those who work this soil and harvest the produce. 
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BLESSING OF THE WATER 

God, this water is your creation.  

Water gives sustenance and nourishment to the soil and 

the seed. Bless the soil and the seed with gentle rain. Bless 

this water. Let it come as rain at the right time, in the 

proper amount so that the seed may flourish and grow. In 

your mercy send us favorable weather so that the harvest 

will be bountiful. 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE 

God, these people have been created in our image. 

You entrust us as the caretakers of your land, the seed, 

and equipment. Remind us that we are recipients of the 

seasons, water, and sunshine. As in your image, we are to 

love as you loved us – empower us and remind us to care 

for one another – family, neighbor and stranger.  Help us 

to cherish and enhance the heritage, culture, and values 

that have been gifted us. Bless the people and community 

with whom you surround us.  

 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

BLESSING SONG  “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings”   # 885 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

May God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit bless 

the pastures and meadows, all growing grass and green fields. 

May the soil be wholesome and the crops good. May the weather 

be favorable and the workers of good heart. And may God who 

gives breath and life to the sower, multiply the seed sown and 

increase its fruits. May God be with us and among us and around 

us now and forevermore.  

Amen  
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*THE DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

               

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20852. 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter                                                               May 3, 2020 

I Am the Gate 
 

    As he prepared to return home near the end of three years in 

a state prison, the man wrote to the church where, before his 

arrest, he had worshiped, attended Bible study, and played 

guitar in the music program. While an inmate, he went to 

chapel and showed up at Bible study on a regular basis. He was 

ready and hopeful to return to his faith community. Days 

before his release, he received a letter from the church: “We 

cannot allow you to fellowship with us until our mission 

committee meets to decide whether to admit you.” 

    “I am the gate,” says Jesus, the shepherd and the bringer of 

life. Jesus is the one who opens the way. For all who suffer 

rejection—barred from entrance and denied community 

because of who they are, how they behave, where they come 

from, what they’ve done, how they look, or what they 

believe—it is shocking to hear Jesus say, “I am the gate, and I 

came to bring abundant life to all my sheep.” We may think, 

Really? Me? Can it be so? 

    To the religious leaders who saw themselves as 

gatekeepers—the deniers and allowers, the definers and 

approvers, the deciders and assigners—Jesus voiced his graced 

rebuke: “No! I am the gate, and the gate is open. All with ears 

listening and hearts aching for mercy, come this way. Enough 

of those who kill your hope, destroy your spirit, steal your 

worth! Thieves and bandits they are, in righteous disguise.” 

    And to the church, Jesus voices this nonnegotiable word: “I 

am the gate. The gate is open, bringing goodness and mercy to 

all. There are no exceptions and no exclusions. So, my sheep, 

pour my wine, break my bread, splash my water, serve my 

meal, spend my life, be my body, welcome all as my own. The 

gate is open.” 


