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    One in Christ Lutheran Parish 
Ministers  Every member of the Parish 

Pastors      Randy Baldwin       #590-0727 – cell;  

                          Email:  pastorrandy@oneinchristlutheranparish.org  

                 Bill Peters             #590-2737 – cell;  

                          Email:  pastorbill@oneinchristlutheranparish.org 

                 web page – www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org   
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost July 26, 2020 
 

COME, HOLY SPIRIT! 

We joyfully welcome all guests who are worshiping with us this morning. 

We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, who excites us with the mission of the 

church - to be witnesses and share the "good news" to all people. 

EMPOWER AND SEND US! 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Gracious gift-giving God, you call us to live out our faith in 

ways which honor you and bless our neighbors, and we 

recognize that worship is an essential part of our faith journey.  

We believe that what we do here in worship does shape 

our daily witness to Jesus whose disciples we profess to 

be.   

We know that our faith is most visible when we live by your 

kingdom values of love, justice and peace - yet it is 

increasingly hard to resist becoming absorbed with the values 

of the world. Values dominated by money, profit and 

production.   

Forgive us when we fail to understand that planting 

seeds of faith and love point to the treasures of your 

kingdom being found and shared.  

We pray that our hearts will be shaped and reshaped by the 

unfailing treasures of your kingdom, O God, and that 
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our accountability as disciples of Christ will be evident in 

our worship, our witness and our service.   

 This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 

Experiencing God’s Grace - The Good News 

Let us celebrate the assurance that Jesus Christ came into the 

world to save sinners. And so, I declare to you: in Jesus Christ 

we are forgiven . 

Thanks be to God!   
 

 

OPENING SONG   “O Savior, Precious Savior” ELW #820 
      

O Savior, precious Savior, whom yet unseen we love; 

O name of might and favor, all other names above: 

we worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, our holy Lord and King. 
 

O bringer of salvation, who wondrously hast wrought, 

thyself the revelation of love beyond our thought: 

we worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, our gracious Lord and King. 
 

In thee all fullness dwelleth, all grace and pow'r divine; 

the glory that excelleth, O Son of God, is thine. 

We worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, our glorious Lord and King. 
 

Oh, grant the consummation of this our song above, 

in endless adoration and everlasting love; 

then shall we praise and bless thee where perfect praises ring, 

and evermore confess thee, our Savior and our King! 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE – Give somebody a call today. 
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KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory to God…” 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and 

resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 

justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, 

that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In 

today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that 

becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net 

that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is 

that God’s grace finds us first! 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                             1 Kings 3:5-12 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave 

him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 

said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown 

great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked 

before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 

toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 

have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my 

God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 

although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 

great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your 

servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to 

discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 

riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. 

Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 

before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING  Romans 8:26-39 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us 

and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in 

Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible 

divine love. 
 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 

we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom 

he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; 

and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 

  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all 

of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring 

any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to 

condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 

right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us 

from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,  

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         “Alleluia”    

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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GOSPEL READING                               Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the 

kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the 

implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 
 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven 

is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the 

smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.” 

  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it 

was leavened.” 

  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 

someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 

buys that field. 

  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 

and bought it. 

  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 

sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat 

down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at 

the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said 

to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what 

is new and what is old.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

CHILDREN SERMON 

 

SERMON Pastor Bill Peters 
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SONG OF THE DAY    “Blessed Assurance” ELW #638 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

          Refrain    This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 
 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray 

for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

…Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 THANKSGIVING  

God invites us to respond to His grace 

  OFFERING  

Please send your gifts to your Treasurer or 

give through Tithe.ly (link on oneinchristlutheranparish.org) 
 

 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

BLESSING   

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

SENDING SONG “When Peace Like a River” ELW #785 
 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

                  Refrain   It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 



9 

 

 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain 
 

He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain 
 

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 
 

THE DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost                                               July 26, 2020 

The Divine Ordinary 
    As we make our way through Matthew’s gospel, we often 

hear Jesus say, “The kingdom of heaven is like . . .” He uses 

everyday items and experiences to give us a glimpse of God’s 

realm. Today as you stand for the reading of the gospel, God 

will use the voice of someone you know (your pastor, perhaps) 

to proclaim some comparisons Jesus made to the kingdom of 

heaven: a mustard seed, yeast, a merchant in search of fine 

pearls. 

    Our Lord says the kingdom of heaven is like things we 

already know and understand. It’s like someone giving a 

wedding banquet (Matt. 22:2), a fishing net (Matt. 13:47), a 

gardener sowing seeds (Matt. 13:3). Instead of saying the 

kingdom is divine and far beyond our understanding, Jesus 

offers stories of ordinary things, pointing to how God’s will is 

revealed in them. 

    Look around your worship space before the service. Whom 

or what has God brought you today that is like the kingdom of 

heaven? Is a retired man teaching a middle-schooler how to 

carry the top-heavy cross down the aisle? Are there people who 

use walkers alongside young ones who skip everywhere they 

go? Perhaps a newly widowed woman has new seatmates who 

don’t want her sitting alone. Did someone bring a gluten-free 

dish to the potluck even though he is not gluten-sensitive? 

    Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to ordinary things 

because we live most often in ordinary moments and spaces. 

Again and again, he invites us to find the divine in the day-to-

day, to glimpse the eternal in the temporal, and to recognize 

God’s image in a stranger’s face. 

    As worship begins, let yourself notice the altogether 

ordinary things God is using to reveal the kingdom in this 

place: human voices, handshakes and hugs, music, musicians, 

books, water, wine, bread. In the coming week, what might 

God use to reveal the kingdom in your home, your workplace, 

your school, or other spaces you inhabit? 
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