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LET US BE THANKFUL
We joyfully welcome all guests who are worshiping with us this evening.
We ask you to please sign our guest register. God has gracious blessed
us with home and family, food and clothing, a good name and friends,
and most of all, his Son our Savior, Jesus Christ.

LET US WORSHIP GOD

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Hymns are from the Green Hymnal.
(* Stand as you are able)
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

 GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God of Israel and God of Jesus Christ, we would not be here if you had not chosen to touch our lives with
your love. We cannot hide our wonder that you should choose to enter our world and our lives in person in Jesus. Yet we confess that we sometimes have trouble in our decision-making when faced with questions
of whether we wholeheartedly serve you or not. We are often tempted to put other than you first in our
lives - when we are faced often daily, with choices which affect how we live as your faithful people choices about how we share the gifts you have given us.
When the choices we make reflect not your glory but our own selfishness:
Forgive us
When the choices we make revolve around judging or condemning others without first listening to their
stories:
Forgive us
When the choices we make contribute to our own prosperity and wellbeing while ignoring the needs of
others:
Forgive us
When the choices we make diminish our awareness of you, O God, in the midst of those who suffer:
Forgive us
Gracious and loving God, strengthen us where we are weak with the renewing power of your Spirit so that
the choices we make clearly reveal our identity as your faithful people, and as sincere and devoted followers
of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord –
in whose name we pray. Amen .
EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS
Out of love for the world, God chose to share our humanity in the person of Jesus Christ, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ we
are accepted, we are loved, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
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*OPENING SONG

“Now Thank We All Our God”
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms, has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm in this world and the next.
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All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore;
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*SHARING THE PEACE
*KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

 MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Please pick up the Communion elements off the table in the narthex if you did not as you entered the sanctuary.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
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PREFACE RESPONSE

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

SONG OF HUMILITY AND HOPE “Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION - We will consume the elements during the Words of Institution as instructed.
COMMUNION BLESSING
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the
light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord.
Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our
midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

SCRIPTURE READING

Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of
darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.
18

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
19
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
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Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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NEW TESTAMENT READING

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul
reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.
13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do
who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call
and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
*GOSPEL READING

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;
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but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and
trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied,
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
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Later the
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
*SONG OF THE DAY

Pastor Randy Baldwin

“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring,
ring with the harmonies of liberty.
Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies,
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod,
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
come to the place for which our parents sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
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God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand,
true to our God, true to our native land.
Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the
world, and all in need.
…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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 SENDING 
*BLESSING
*THREE-FOLD AMEN
*RINGING OF THE BELL

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world

*SENDING SONG

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”
We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
May we thy bounties thus
as stewards true receive,
and gladly, as thou blessest us,
to thee our firstfruits give.
The captive to release,
to God the lost to bring,
to teach the way of life and peace—
it is a Christlike thing.
And we believe thy word,
though dim our faith may be:
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,
we do it unto thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.

*THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 THANKSGIVING 
God invites us to respond to His grace

OFFERING
Please place your gifts in box, send them to the parish office, or use Tithe.ly (electronic giving).
Postlude
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Invitation to Grace
The parable of the ten bridesmaids easily draws our attention to the differences in their levels of
preparation. Some have enough oil to welcome the bridegroom; others do not. The ability of each
bridesmaid to control her fate finds ready ears in a culture that favors independence and individual
effort. Every day we see the consequences—good or bad—of our actions.
The early part of the parable speaks to a commonality among the bridesmaids. As they wait for the
bridegroom, all of them become drowsy and fall asleep. Then comes the cry, “Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.” We might hear this as a command. We certainly have commands from God
throughout Scripture. However, what if we heard the cry as an invitation?
God’s commands are a gift that invites us to live into the reality of the ever-present and ever-coming
kingdom. God does not force or compel us to follow, to be obedient, or to love. It is always framed as an
invitation. The psalmists invite us to praise God. God invites the people of Israel into covenantal
relationship. Jesus invites all who are weary to come to him and find rest.
If the kingdom of heaven is close to us now, of course our actions will have consequences. Whether
we choose to love or hate, share or hoard, work for peace or not—all of these choices impact the people
around us. And yet, God’s command that we live into a way of love is not coercive, but rather an
invitation to life.
In worship we gather around the sacraments of baptism and the eucharist. Neither is forced; neither is
required. Both are invitations to experience what Augustine called visible signs of God’s invisible grace,
a gift given for each and every one of us.
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