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KING OF KINGS! 
We joyfully welcome all guests and visitors who are worshipping with us this morning.  We celebrate the lordship and the person who 

we call King of the Universe - Jesus Christ.  Let us lift 

Christ to his rightful place of prominence and obey the one 

we call Lord and Savior as faithful followers. 

LORD OF LORDS! 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us come into God’s presence with singing - let all the earth make a joyful noise and worship the Lord 

with gladness. 

 “I will enter his courts with thanksgiving in my heart”  

We enter this place with thanksgiving because we know that the Lord to whom we belong is our Shepherd 

and our King. 

We rejoice over the steadfast love and faithfulness of God enduring forever - to all generations. 

Come, let us worship God with praise and joy,   

and with thanksgiving in our hearts. 

  

We worship you, O God, with joyful noise - with words of praise and adoration spoken and sung in the 

name of Jesus who brought your love song to us in person.  In harmony with you, he puts new words in our 

mouths and new intentions in our hearts, especially a new understanding of power.  Power shaped by love 

and righteousness, justice and mercy.  We now know that power is not to be used to exploit or dominate, but 

to serve others as willingly as Jesus did.  His life and death demonstrated how the love of power could be 

transformed by the power of love.  We gather here today to celebrate your rule of love in our hearts as we 

experience it in Jesus and through the enabling gift of your Spirit.  This we pray in the name of Jesus, our 

Servant King.  Amen 

 

The prophet Ezekiel’s voice resonating across the centuries concerns a crisis in leadership.  Shepherds are 

failing to care for their flocks; leaders are exploiting the weak and driving people away and not looking after 

them. 

But God, that was then, you can’t possibly mean that we do that now. 

Surely we’re not driving people away. 

We have to admit that there are times when we do act like the so-called leaders of society, 

concentrating on the ‘bottom line’ and our survival, building up our own resources, exercising 

inappropriate power. 

http://www.wctatel.net/web/oneinchrist
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Perhaps we are guilty of paying attention to the wrong things - when we put our own comfort first; when the 

church becomes the center of our world and we fail to see beyond its walls . 

Forgive us O God, if our eyes have been so fixed on priorities of our own making, that we have 

failed to look for Jesus in the hungry, the thirsty,  the stranger, the naked, the sick and the 

imprisoned. 

Forgive us all the times we fail to touch people’s lives with acts of loving and caring, justice and mercy.  

Remind us that we are empowered and enabled by your Spirit to witness to the values of your 

kingdom in and through all we do and say. 

And Jesus said “Truly I tell you, just as you did to one of the least of these brothers or sisters,  

…you did it to me.”  Amen 

 

EEXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS  

Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins we might live for righteousness; 

by his wounds we have been healed. For we were going astray like sheep, but now have been returned to the 

shepherd and guardian of our souls.  The good news therefore is this:  In Jesus Christ we are sought, we are 

found, we are forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

 

OPENING SONG   “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!”  
      

       All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 
 

O seed of Israel's chosen race now ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 
 

Hail him, you heirs of David's line, whom David Lord did call 

the God incarnate, man divine and crown him Lord of all. 

The God Incarnate, man divine and crown him Lord of all. 
 

Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget the wormwood and the gall, 

go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of all. 

Go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of all. 
 

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; J.  

Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE. 
 

 

KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
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 Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory to God…” 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of 

your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have 

made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by 

ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured 

and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all 

things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                             Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set 

over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 
 

11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when 

they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 

scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and 

will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited 

parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie 

down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my 

sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 

up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you 

pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will 

save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING  Ephesians 1:15-23 
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the 

church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come. 
 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks 

for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 

of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all 

things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 

all in all. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         “Alleluia”    

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL READING                               Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family 

is truly done for him. 
 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 

of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 

the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at 

his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the wor ld; 
35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 

drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that 

we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 

least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, 

depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or 

a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 

did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal life.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN SERMON 

 

SERMON        Video Presentations from the Sons of our Parish 

Pastor Daniel Baldwin, Grace Lutheran, Muscatine, Iowa 

Pastor Luke Peters, Fairbanks Lutheran, Fairbanks, Alaska 
 

SONG OF THE DAY    “We Are Called” 
    

Come, live in the light! 

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called to be light for the kingdom, 

to live in the freedom of the city of God. 
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Refrain:    We are called to act with justice 

We are called to love tenderly; 

We are called to serve one another 

To walk humbly with God. 
 

Come, open your heart! 

Show your mercy to all those in fear! 

We are called to be hope for the hopeless 

so all hatred and blindness will be no more.   Refrain 
 

Sing! Sing a new song! 

Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

God will reign, and we'll walk with each other 

as sisters and brothers united in love.   Refrain   
 

Text: David Haas, b.1957  Music David Haas Text and Music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

…Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

COMMITMENT TO THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

Sisters and brothers, let us stand and affirm what we have discovered God’s will in the company of each 

other.  

 That we worship one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in whose image we are made, to whose 

service, we are summoned, by whose presence we are renewed; 
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To this we are committed: 

 That it is central to the mission of Christ to participate, by word and action, in the struggles of 

the poor for justice; to share justly the earth’s land and resources; to rejoice in the diversity of 

human culture; to preserve human life in all its beauty and frailty; to accompany each other 

spreading the Gospel and to be the stranger in other places in the world, and to witness - every 

day - to the love of God for people of the earth; 

To this we are committed: 

 That we are called to witness in the world. To open ourselves to the transforming power of the 

Holy Spirit which come through relationships with the people in other lands, to take the risk of 

walking with, speaking for and ministering with those who are different from ourselves. This is 

the way we serve our Lord and Savior; 

To this we are committed: 

 That God has called the church into being to be the servant of the kingdom, to walk together in 

community with all nations of the world as a sign of God’s new order, to celebrate in the streets 

and fields of every land the liturgy of heaven; 

To this we are committed: 

 That Christ fully aware of our differences, prays that we might be one so that the world may 

believe. 

To this we are committed: 

 We are committed for the love of God, in the way of Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

SENDING SONG     “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
  

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 
 

Crown him the virgin's Son, the God incarnate born, 

whose arm those crimson trophies won  

which now his brow adorn; 

fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem, 

the root whence mercy ever flows, the babe of Bethlehem. 
 

Crown him the Lord of love-- behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright. 
 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave 

and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, 

who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 
 

Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 

creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 

thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 
 

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 
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THE DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Share the Good News!. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 THANKSGIVING  

God invites us to respond to His grace 

 OFFERING  

 Please place your gifts in box, send them to the parish office, or use Tithe.ly (electronic giving). 
  

Postlude 
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Action and Reflection 
 

    The story of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25 begins with the Son of Man on a throne. It is 

an image of a king sitting in judgment. In any era of human history, this image of an all-powerful 

ruler sitting in judgement would be consistent with our images of power and authority. What 

follows runs against all of our expectations. The king connects his presence to the people who are 

poor and oppressed. This does not fit our human practices of power. Even a benevolent leader is 

not seen in the presence of the least among us. 

    Though Jesus makes this connection, it is easy to read this story and get hooked into the power 

dynamics of judgment. We may wonder if we are a sheep or a goat and think about this status in an 

eternal sense as it relates to our relationship with God. This heavy reflection may lead us to think 

we might somehow have to earn our way into God’s grace. 

    The theology of the cross finds Jesus exercising his kingship through the weakness of the cross. 

From the resurrection that follows this death, we receive the gift of life. This gift comes with the 

freedom to leave aside worries about eternity in favor of attending to faithful living today. If Jesus 

frees us from concern about our relationship with God, the story of the sheep and the goats 

becomes more of a checklist for grace-filled living than a scorecard for eternity. It becomes an 

invitation and a guide rather than an indictment. 

    Included in this invitation is an opportunity for reflection. Neither the sheep nor the goats realize 

how their actions have or have not been faithful. In this way the story gives us a simple gift by 

which to measure our path in faith and reflect on the ways we spend our days. 

 


