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ONE IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH 

♦ Bethany                    ♦ Immanuel                   ♦ Lunder                     ♦ Silver Lake                    ♦ Winnebago 

Ministers   Every member of the Parish  

Pastors (#590-2737 – cell; email pastorbill@wctatel.net) Bill Peters 

 (#590-0727 – cell; email  baldwins@wctatel.net) Randy Baldwin 

 web page - http://www.wctatel.net/web/oneinchrist   
First Sunday of Advent November 29, 2020 
 

 P R E P A R E  Y E  
t h e  S e a s o n  o f  A D V E N T  

“Ponder”  
PREPARE YE 

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight  

in the desert a highway for our God.”  Isaiah 40:3 
Welcome to our Advent worship,  Each week in this series we will contemplate the many ways we prepare ourselves for the coming of 

the Christ Child on Christmas. Today we consider ways in which we can ponder the meaning of the birth of our Savior through the 

reading of Scripture and through reflection. Mary serves as a model for us in this pondering in the Annunciation 

LET US PONDER THE GIFT GIVEN TO MARY, AND US 

 

“We ponder your steadfast love, O God,  

in the midst of your temple.”      

 Psalm 48:9 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  

We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

(The first blue candle is lit.) 

We light the first candle on the Advent wreath as we ponder the Word of God and remember his promise to 

send a Savior. 

We love your Word, O Lord! 

The promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus, the holy Child of Bethlehem. 

We love your Word, O Lord! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wctatel.net/web/oneinchrist
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Almighty God, because nothing is impossible with you, we come into your presence confessing our sin, 

confident of your mercy and forgiveness. For lack of reverence; for calculating minds; for going along with 

the majority— 

O Christ, forgive us. 

For selfishness that dares not face truth; laziness content with half-truth; for artificial life and worship— 

O Christ, forgive us. 

For self-indulgence; for being pompous and puffed up with self-importance— 

O Christ, forgive us. 

For cynicism about our fellow Christians; for cruel indifference; for being satisfied with things as they are 

and failing to trust that with you nothing is impossible— 

O Christ, forgive us. 

For token concern for the poor, the lonely and the loveless people; for confusing faith with good feelings— 

O Christ, forgive us. 

For everything in us that hides your divine power— 

Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  
 

EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS  

Hear the good news! Because of his death and resurrection, Jesus is our Savior. The Lord God has given to 

him the throne of his father David. Jesus reigns over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end. Therefore, you are fully and forever forgiven in Jesus’ name.  

Nothing is impossible with our God! 
 

OPENING SONG “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”  
 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; 

tell of peace!” So says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness 

mourning under sorrow’s load. 

To God’s people now proclaim 

that God’s pardon waits for them! 

Tell them that their war is over; 

God will reign in peace forever. 
 

For the herald’s voice is crying 

in the desert far and near, 

calling us to true repentance, 

since the kingdom now is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God a way! 

Let the valleys rise to meet him, 

and the hills bow down to greet him! 
 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, 

and the rougher places plain! 

Let your hearts be true and humble, 

as befits his holy reign! 

For the glory of the Lord 

now on earth is shed abroad, 

and all flesh shall see the token 

that God’s word is never broken. 
 

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1611-1684; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE – Give someone a call today! 
 

 

ADVENT LITANY – “Ponder” 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

Amen.  

Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 

Be strong and courageous, be careful to live according to everything Moses commanded.  

Do not let God’s Word depart from your mouth. 

But meditate on it day and night. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts because nothing 

is impossible with our God! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of your Son 

Jesus Christ, announced by the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and 

resurrection be convinced anew that absolutely nothing is impossible with you; for you live and 

reign with the Father and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the 

heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the 

Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the 

suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.  Lectionary Readings are:  

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19,; 1 Corinthians 1:3-0; Mark 13:24-37 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                             Joshua 1:7-9 
 

7Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; 

do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. 8This book of the law shall not 

depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is 

written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. 9I hereby command you: Be strong 

and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING                    Colossians 3:15-17 
 

15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word 

of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         “Alleluia”    

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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GOSPEL READING                                     Luke 1:26-38 
 

 The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! 

The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 

said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The leader says the lines and performs the motions. 

The children and congregation repeat the words  

and motions line by line. 

An angel spoke to Mary, 

(Raise arms as if in blessing) 

And said, “You’ll have a Son. 

(Rock “baby” in arms) 

You will call him Jesus; 

(Shake finger, as if explaining) 

He will be the Holy One.” 

(Point up to heaven) 

Mary listened carefully 

(Cup hands around ears as if listening) 

And trusted what she heard. 

(Place both hands on heart) 

She said, “Now let this happen 

(Point to self) 

According to God’s Word.” 

(Open hands as an open book) 
 

Family Advent Craft: A Book of God’s Promises 

Family Advent Conversation 

Instructions and questions for today’s craft 

are at the end of the bulletin. 

 

 

SERMON                            “Open the Door” Pastor Bill Peters 
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SONG OF THE DAY       “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”  
 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

in ancient times once gave the law 

in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 

Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free 

your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save 

and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain 
 

Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by your advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  Refrain 
 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  Refrain 
 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
 

 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Heavenly Father, we have a lot in common with Mary. When we consider the enormity of the promises you 

have made accompanying the birth of Jesus, we also ask, “How will this be?” To which you answer back in 

your Word,  

Nothing is impossible with our God. 

Father, every promise you have made about Jesus and our redemption purchased through his shed blood and 

empty tomb will happen. Indeed, your great and glorious promises are always “Yes and Amen.” And so we 

confess,  

Nothing is impossible with our God. 

Jesus, on your Second Advent, you will finish making all things new - changing this sinful and dying world 

into the New Jerusalem. This promise is so overwhelming that you remind us, 

Nothing is impossible with our God. 

Father, heal the pain in our families. Restore unity. Release compassion and kindness. And let the love of 

Jesus pervade and permeate our homes. We believe that,  

Nothing is impossible with our God. 

Father, through your Holy Spirit, empower us to think of others more often than ourselves; not to keep a 

record of wrongs; and no longer rehearse the ways others have hurt us, and the ways we’ve hurt them. 

Remind us again that, 

Nothing is impossible with our God. 

And so we say with Mary, we are your servants, Lord. Let it be to us according to your Word.  

We pray in Jesus’ glorious and grace-filled name. Amen.  
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

BLESSING   

Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

So that whatever we do, in word or deed. 

We do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.  

Giving thanks to God the Father through him because 

Nothing is impossible with our God! 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
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SENDING SONG    “The King Shall Come”  
 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light triumphant breaks, 

when beauty gilds the eastern hills 

and life to joy awakes. 
 

Not as of old a little child, 

to bear and fight and die, 

but crowned with glory like the sun 

that lights the morning sky. 
 

Oh, brighter than the rising morn 

when Christ, victorious, rose 

and left the lonesome place of death, 

despite the rage of foes. 
 

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 

shall dawn upon our race 

the day when Christ in splendor comes, 

and we shall see his face. 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 

come quickly, King of kings. 
 

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 
 

 

DISMISSAL   

 Go in peace. Ponder the gift given in Jesus, God’s Son.. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 THANKSGIVING  

God invites us to respond to His grace 

 OFFERING  

 Please place your gifts in box, send them to the parish office, or use Tithe.ly (electronic giving). 
  

Postlude 

By Reed Lessing. Cover design: Lindsay Taylor. © 2020 Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800- 325-9414. 

www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA. Purchase of this kit gives the purchaser the copyright release to use the material in any 
format for use in worship. 
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Family Advent Craft: A Book of God’s Promises  
Needed: Copy paper, white construction paper or cardstock; scissors; staplers; markers, colored pencils, 

crayons; Bibles and/or template of Bible verses. 

 

Directions: 

1. Each participant will need at least two sheets of paper; cardstock can be used for the cover if desired. 

Cut the papers in half to form four 5 ½” by 8 ½” sheets. Fold these in half and slip one inside the other 

to form a booklet; staple along the folded edge.  

2. Look for Bible verses in which God promises his help and care. Look in the Psalms for verses of hope 

and comfort, or in other Old Testament books for verses that speak of God’s promise to send a Savior. 

Look for the promises of Jesus in the four gospels. Write a different verse on each page. If using the 

printed page of Bible verses on pp. 33-34, cut apart the verses into four separate pages along the dotted 

lines and staple them inside of a plain folded 5 ½” by 8 ½” sheet.  

3. Design and color a cover for the booklet. Illustrate the printed verses or the Bible verses you have 

chosen.  

4. Use your booklet at home as a reminder of the promises in God’s Word, or give your booklet to a friend 

or neighbor. 

 

Family Advent Conversation  
Discuss these questions as you work on the craft or after the craft is complete: 

1. Have you ever made a promise to someone? What was it? Did you keep the promise? 

2. What is your favorite promise from God? 

3. Memorize a favorite Bible promise and share it with someone. 

 


