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The Service 
Prelude       Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Bells Call us to Worship 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Invocation 

We begin our worship service in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Greeting 

  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 

God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 
 

Thanks for Baptism 

  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight.   

  Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 

family.  Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery 

into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim 

us as daughters and son, making us heirs of your promise and 

servants of all. 

  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above 

all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us 

with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, 

and love.                                  (1)                 

 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

The Celebration 
 

A Litany of Thanksgiving 
Bless the Lord, O my soul 

And all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul 

 And do not forget all his benefits 

Who forgives all your iniquity, 

 Who heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from the pit, 

 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

Who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

 So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul 

 O LORD my God, you are very great.   

You are clothed with honor and majesty 

 Wrapped in light as with a garment. 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! 

 In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 

creatures. 

These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 

 When you give to them, they gather it up; when you open 

your hand, they are filled with good things. 

O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, 

 Make known his deeds among the peoples. 

Sing to him, sing praises to him;  

 Tell of all his wonderful works. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

 And all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to 

us new every day.  By the work of your spirit lead us to 

acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and 

serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 
 

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
At harvest time we join the psalmist in offering thanksgiving to God: “You crown the year 

with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.” We are grateful for the abundance 

of the good things of God’s creation. Paul reminds us that our thanksgiving overflows into 

generosity. As the body of Christ in the world, we give ourselves away as bread for the 

hungry. 
 

First Lesson    Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
Times of abundance tempt us to forget God and rely on our own power and resources. But 

God is the one who took Israel out of Egypt, led and fed them in the wilderness, brought them 

into the land, and gave them power to be productive. To thank this God is to remember and 

proclaim God’s deeds. 
 

7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land 

with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling 

up in valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig 

trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land 

where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack 

nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may 

mine copper. 10You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God 

for the good land that he has given you. 

  11Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing 

to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which 

I am commanding you today. 12When you have eaten your fill and 

have built fine houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and 

flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and 

all that you have is multiplied, 14then do not exalt yourself, 

forgetting the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15who led you through the great 

and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes 

and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16and 

fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not 

know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good.  
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17Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of my own hand 

have gotten me this wealth.” 18But remember the LORD your God, 

for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may 

confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing 

today. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm     Psalm 65 
1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 

 to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
2To you, the one who answers prayer, 

 to you all flesh shall come. 
3Our sins are stronger than we are, 

 but you blot out our transgressions. 
4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to  

    dwell there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your  

    house, by the holiness of your temple.  
5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God  

    of our salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the  

    oceans far away. 
6You make firm the mountains by your power; 

 you are girded about with might. 
7You still the roaring of the seas, 

 the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your  

    marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing  

    for joy. 
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very  

    plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You prepare the  

    grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 

 with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
11You crown the year with your goodness, 

 and your paths overflow with plenty. 
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 

 and the hills be clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys  

    cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.  
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Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Christian fellowship involves sharing with those in need. Here Paul is gathering a collection 

for the church in Jerusalem from all the Gentile churches he helped found. We can be 

extravagant in our giving because God is extravagant in providing for our lives. 
 

6The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your 

mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you 

may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written,  

 “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 

  his righteousness endures forever.” 
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness. 11You will be enriched in every way for your great 

generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 
12for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of 

the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 
13Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your 

obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the 

generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14while 

they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace 

of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift! 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation        “Alleluia”  {Spoken by congregation} 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  

Gospel Lesson  Luke 17:11-19 
A Samaritan leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted the 

kindness shown to him but takes time to thank Jesus and to glorify God. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region 

between Samaria and Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers  
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approached him. Keeping their distance, 13they called out, saying, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he said to 

them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, 

they were made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he 

was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16He 

prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a 

Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the 

other nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to return and 

give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, 

“Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Pulpit Hymn              “We Give Thee but Thine Own”    
 

We give thee but thine own,  

whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 

a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 

May we thy bounties thus 

as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 

to thee our firstfruits give. 
 

The captive to release, 

to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace— 

it is a Christlike thing. 
 

And we believe thy word, 

though dim our faith may be: 

whate'er we do for thine, O Lord, 

we do it unto thee. 
 

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 
 

 
 

Sermon  Pastor Bill Peters 
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Apostles Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
{Petitions end – “for these blessings,”}  We give you thanks Lord. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 
 

Offering 

{Processional offering along with slips of Paper listing thanksgivings.} 
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Offering Hymn        “Now Thank We All Our God”  
 

Now thank we all our God 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom his world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers’ arms, 

has blest us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 
 

Oh, may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm 

in this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son, and him who reigns 

with them in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, 

whom earth and heav’n adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 
 

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878 
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Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks for these blessings in our lives, signs of 

your gracious love.  Before we planted the seeds, we asked for 

your blessings upon the seeds that were sown.  Even in the midst 

of a cool wet spring and a wet hot summer, you heard our 

prayers and you provided an abundant harvest.  We thank you 

Lord for your faithfulness.  We thank you for your abundant 

blessings upon us that we may share from your bounty knowing 

the joy of giving as well as receiving.  We ask this in the name 

of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving! 
 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

Communion Distribution 
 

Blessing 

 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you, preserve you and keep you in his grace. 

 Amen. 
 

Benediction 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord look upon you with 

his favor and give you his peace. 
 

Three-fold Amen.  {Congregation Hums}  

 Amen.  Amen. Amen. 
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Dismissal 

 Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn              “Let All Things Now Living”   
 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

To God the creator triumphantly raise. 

Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 

Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

God’s banners are o'er us, His light goes before us, 

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 

Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished 

As forward we travel from light into light. 

 

His law he enforces, the stars in their courses 

And sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 

The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine. 

We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 

With glad adoration a song let us raise 

Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 

"To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!"  

 
Text: Katherine K. Davis Tune: Welsh flolk tune 

 

*Ringing of the Bell 

  Postlude 

               

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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 USHERS   

 ACOLYTE Nolan Campos  
 

*Please stand, as you are able              
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Thanksgiving                                                                     November 25, 2020 

 

Built-In Gratitude 
 

    Usually when moving into a home, the occupant provides 

furnishings. Empty rooms are filled with the belongings of the new 

resident. Sometimes a home has furnishings already built in. 

Perhaps there are beautiful cabinets built into the dining room wall 

to hold china. Maybe one end of the living room has the handiwork 

of a cabinetmaker, with shelves ready to hold books and 

knickknacks, or a bench built in by a window to provide a space 

for reading or daydreaming. These built-in spaces require no work 

on our part and are ready to hold us and our belongings. 

    As Jesus sends ten lepers on their way to the priests, they are 

made clean. One of the newly healed lepers returns to Jesus in an 

emotional show of thanks. He falls prostrate at the feet of Jesus 

and shouts loudly with praise for God. We are not told exactly how 

the other nine lepers respond—just that they do not “return and 

give praise to God” (Luke 17:18). We can see from the story that 

giving thanks to God in the way the one leper does is not built into 

the experience of healing. It seems the movement to gratitude only 

comes naturally to one of those cleansed lepers. 

    One of the beautiful built-in aspects of rituals is an opportunity 

to participate in what may not always come naturally to us. For us 

as a nation, the celebration of Thanksgiving is a built-in ritual of 

gratitude, a day to pause and reflect on what we can be grateful 

for, something we may not always take time to do. 

    Similarly, our weekly worship has a built-in ritual of gratitude 

in the eucharist, our sacramental meal. Eucharist means “give 

thanks,” and it is the word in Greek used to describe the leper 

giving thanks to Jesus. We call the communion liturgy the “great 

thanksgiving.” This built-in space for gratitude requires no work 

on our part and is ready to hold us in God’s grace. 
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