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TO US A CHILD IS BORN
WE WELCOME ALL who have gathered here to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus. Guests and visitors, please sign our
guest register in the narthex before you leave. Let us adore the Christ Child and tell the whole world that God has come.

OUR SAVIOR AND KING

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

 GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, ☩ one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Gracious God,
in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness. We confess our failure to welcome
this light. Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the light of your grace, and welcome
the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.
I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. Your sins
are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name.
Amen.
OPENING SONG

“Silent Night, Holy Night!”
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
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Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God.
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
SHARING THE PEACE – Give somebody a call today.
KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

“Glory to God…”
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity,
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song
The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen God’s
salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for
the healing of the world.

SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 61:10--62:3

To the people who returned to Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet proclaims that God’s salvation will fully come to pass. Jerusalem will become a
shining light to the nations and righteousness and praise will spring up as surely as the earth puts forth vegetation.
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I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
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For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
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The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
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You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
62:1

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
NEW TESTAMENT READING

Galatians 4:4-7

Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us from the law’s condemnation so that we would be fully adopted
into God’s family as beloved children.
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When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Alleluia”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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GOSPEL READING

Luke 2:22-40

Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to Judaism. His family is devout in its observance of the law, and Jesus
himself is recognized as one who will bring glory to Israel.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),
24
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to
his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her
husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN SERMON
SERMON
SONG OF THE DAY

Harlan Nyhus
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to all,
from heav'n's all-gracious king."
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come
with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heav'nly music floats
o'er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hov'ring wing,
and ever o'er its babel sounds
the blessed angels sing.
And you, beneath life's crushing load,
whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way
with painful steps and slow:
look now, for glad and golden hours
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come swiftly on the wing;
oh, rest beside the weary road
and hear the angels sing!
For lo! The days are hast'ning on,
by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and all the world give back the song
which now the angels sing.
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

 SENDING 

BLESSING
THREE-FOLD AMEN
RINGING OF THE BELL
SENDING SONG

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!
Christ is born today!
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Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door,
and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!
Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!
Christ was born to save!
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to Go.

 THANKSGIVING 
God invites us to respond to His grace

OFFERING

Please place your gifts in box, send them to the parish office, or use Tithe.ly (electronic giving).
Postlude
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These Old, Tired Eyes
After hours of watching the news on television or scrolling through social media posts on screens big or
small, your eyes can get tired. They get worn out not only from staring at the blue light of screens, but also
from the unending stream of bad news. You might go to the newspaper, your favorite news channel, or
Twitter with hopes of finding something good happening. Too often, you find the overwhelming problems
of the world. It gets old. Your eyes get tired of seeing it all.
Two wise, faithful elders were in the temple praying and eagerly awaiting the good news that God had
always promised to bring. They were filled with expectation and hope. But they were getting quite old, and
after a long time of hoping, hopes can diminish. Faith can dwindle; eyes can get tired. Yet somehow,
Simeon and Anna kept coming to the temple each day to pray and to wait.
Then the day came. The Spirit had guided Simeon. Anna had been sustained by her faith. Their old, tired
eyes stayed open to see God’s saving acts in plain sight: Jesus was born to be the Savior and Messiah.
Simeon says: “My eyes have seen your salvation!” (Luke 2:30). Anna gives thanks and prophesies about the
redemption Jesus brings (Luke 2:38). In seeing God’s faithfulness, their hope is affirmed and renewed.
Many faithful people wait a long, long time to see what God will do to continue the story of salvation.
Many elders among us have lived through trying times, never giving up hope, never ceasing to pray, always
expecting that God will be faithful. In Christ, our old, tired eyes have been refreshed. All the bad news that
wears us out and ages our bodies and minds is met with the good news of Jesus: God brings healing and
forgiveness to all. Our eyes have seen God’s salvation!
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