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COME, HOLY SPIRIT!
We joyfully welcome all guests who are worshiping with us this morning.
We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, who excites us with the mission of the church - to be witnesses and share the "good news" to
all people.
EMPOWER AND SEND US!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Hymns are from the Green Hymnal.
(* Stand as you are able)
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

 GATHERING 
ANTHEM

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God
“The Lord’s Army”
“My God is So Great”

Sunday School Choir

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God causes hearts to rejoice
and strength to increase.
God of all knowledge,
judges our actions,
breaking the power of the mighty,
and clothing the feeble with strength.
God raises up the poor and the needy;
Giving them seats of honor
guarding those who are faithful.
and condemning those who do wrong.
We worship and praise God - judge of all the earth.
God of all knowledge, we praise you as our rock and our redeemer. We worship you with awe, knowing
that there is no holy One like you. And yet you took on our humanity to reveal your love and your mercy in
person - in Jesus who, taking the form of a servant, taught us about your power. There is power in service of
others, raising up the powerless, strengthening the weak, healing the sick, replacing despair with hope,
bringing life where there was death. We praise and adore you, O God, for these wonderful signs of your
love. May this time of worship and the service of our lives be a worthy response to these gifts.
This we pray in Jesus’ name and for his sake. Amen
God of beginnings and endings - we give thanks for your presence with us on our Pentecost journey of half
a year - when our visible landscapes have been transformed from the green and gold of spring to the grey
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and bare of winter. What about our personal landscapes - have we allowed them to be transformed? What
have we seen and what have we heard? What has been sown in our hearts?
We’ve seen life restored - by Jesus’ compassion, and Jairus’ faith, a frail woman’s touch and a
blind man’s persistence. We’ve seen crowds being fed, children blessed, and people taught about
love, service and death.
Heard Paul’s words of faith about strength in our weakness and receiving God’s grace and the words of
James resound in our ears: “Faith without works is dead”.

And Jesus, high priest and servant of all, gave us only two commandments - love God and love
neighbor. He repeated the cost of discipleship where the first becomes last and the last becomes
first.
We confess that all too often, our eyes get distracted and our ears tune out, our hearts become set in familiar
ways - our journeys of faith become routine and all too predictable.
We don’t expect to be transformed.
God of endings and new beginnings, remind us that as we worship you together, we are transformed. As we
lift up our hearts to you, we are lifted beyond ourselves to see life from your perspective. As we near the
end of this part of our journey, fill us anew with a sense of expectancy and joy, as we recall that we are
accepted and loved, forgiven and renewed, united and reconciled in the name of Jesus, our risen Lord and
Savior
In whose name we pray. Amen
EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS
We read in Hebrews that “when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God, and ....by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.” The
good news is this, that in and through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
*OPENING SONG

“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”
Wake, awake, for night is flying,
the watchmen on the heights are crying;
awake, Jerusalem, at last.
Midnight hears the welcome voices,
and at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.
The bridegroom comes! Awake;
your lamps with gladness take!”
Alleluia!
Prepare yourselves to meet the Lord,
whose light has stirred the waiting guard.
Zion hears the watchmen singing,
and in her heart new joy is springing.
She wakes, she rises from her gloom,
for her Lord comes down all-glorious,
the strong in grace, in truth victorious.
Her star is ris’n; her light is come.
Oh, come, you Blessed One,
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Lord Jesus, God’s own Son.
Sing hosanna!
We go until the halls we view
where you have bid us dine with you.
Now let all the heav’ns adore you,
and saints and angels sing before you.
The harps and cymbals all unite.
Of one pearl each shining portal,
where, dwelling with the choir immortal,
we gather round your dazzling light.
No eye has seen, no ear
has yet been trained to hear,
what joy is ours!
Crescendos rise; your halls resound;
hosannas blend in cosmic sound.
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*SHARING THE PEACE
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*KYRIE

5

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

“Glory to God…”
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast amid
the tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings
today tell of the final resurrection and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a
note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal
water, trusting the one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day approaching, the more important it is to meet together to provoke
one another to love.

SCRIPTURE READING

Daniel 12:1-3

The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange visions and symbolism. Arising during times of great persecution,
apocalyptic literature is concerned with God’s revelation about the end time and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous
who have been persecuted.

“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has
never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found
written in the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame
and everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”
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The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
NEW TESTAMENT READING

Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25

Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what Christ has uniquely accomplished through his death. Because we
have received forgiveness through Christ’s death, we live with sincere hearts by trusting in God’s promises and encouraging love and good works
from each other.
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Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But
when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13and since then has been
waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those
who are sanctified.
[15And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,
16
"This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
and I will write them on their minds,"
17
he also adds,
"I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more."
18
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.]
19
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way
that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let
us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.
24
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

*GOSPEL READING

Mark 13:1-8

In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon them and upon the world. He exhorts the listener: Do
not be alarmed.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!”
Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
3
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell
us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began to say to
them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.
7
When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but
the beginning of the birth pangs.”
1
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The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
SONG OF THE DAY

Pastor Randy Baldwin
“Jesus Shall Reign”
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.
To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like sweet perfume shall rise
with ev'ry morning sacrifice.
People and realms of ev'ry tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.
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Blessings abound where'er he reigns:
the pris'ners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.
Let ev'ry creature rise and bring
peculiar honors to our king;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the
world, and everyone in need.
…God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER

 SENDING 
*BLESSING
*THREE-FOLD AMEN
*RINGING OF THE BELL

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world
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*SENDING SONG

“Soon and Very Soon”

ELW # 439

*THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING

God invites us to respond to His grace
Please place your gifts in box, send them to the parish office, or use Tithe.ly (electronic giving).

Postlude
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

November 14, 2021

The Promise of Apocalypse
A joke made the rounds in bookstores in the spring of 2020: “Post-apocalyptic fiction has been moved to
our current affairs section.”
The genre of apocalyptic is much like modern science fiction—stories set in surreal landscapes with plot
twists that hold up a mirror to the challenges of our own time. Much of the Bible was written by, for, and
about people living through persecution, political unrest, suffering, and uncertainty about the future. As we
move toward the season of Advent, Jesus frames wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes, and famines as the
birth pangs of an emerging new creation. There are always wars and rumors of wars, disasters, and
upheavals.
The good news is that God is present in all of it. God shows up in the pain, taking it seriously and holding
it gently. And God is present above it all in the cosmic story that is so much larger than the daily news.
Furthermore, God is present in the moments of joy that always find a way to break through—for life is
always more than its worst moments, even in war zones, crises, and pandemics.
Throughout the centuries, the symbol of hope in religious art is the anchor. God is holding the anchor of
hope, holding the line that runs through every human soul, holding for us the hope that will not let us go.
Apocalyptic brings these layers together: the cosmic story of the universe, the noise and upheaval of our
own generation’s crises and birth pangs, and that solid anchor of hope. Our sacred texts are lenses to open
our eyes and minds to uncover and notice how God is present among us in the most bewildering moments of
our lives.
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