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News from Dayspring! 

 

First of all, the staff and children of Dayspring Children’s Village want to send a HUGE thank 

you for your faithful and continued love, prayers and support.  We are truly overwhelmed and 

grateful for you!  God has continued to provide this year because He is faithful, but there has 

also been some very lean months.   

 

 2022 started out the craziest year in my 26 years of running Dayspring.  To be honest, with 

only half the school boarding at a time the past 2 years (due to COVID), the lesser amount of 

kids on the property kept discipline and oversight issues to a minimum.  We went from 45 

children boarding per week in a 2 week cycle to 97!   For the first time in 40 years, every 

child that was enrolled the year before and those that enrolled for 2022, actually showed up!  

We usually have 8-10 kids, transfer to other schools at the start of the year without the 

parents informing us.  But this year every single one, plus one that was removed last year, 

showed up on the first day.  The kids seemed to be overly excited to see their friends in the 

grades which were not boarding together the past 2 years and all rules/boundaries seemed 

forgotten. 

 

In December, during our summer school holiday, Elijah was stressing about getting all the 

extra beds made before school started in January.  He spends every December rushing 

around making extra beds (amongst a million other jobs) to accommodate all the children 

enrolled for the coming school year, only to have to remove them the first week because of 

the kids who don’t show up so I told him, “Don’t worry, I am sure 10 kids won’t show up as 

usual so we have enough beds now.” Only of course to have to eat my words and scramble 

to buy beds and mattresses to cover the full amount!  

 

We also had many last minute resignations due to denied visas or teachers suddenly finding 

a job closer to where they actually live (one of the challenges of having a school on a farm 

13 miles from town).  We have had to scramble to replace the staff as well.  We always 

remind ☺ God that this is HIS school and so He needs to provide His workers into this 

harvest field but honestly the transition has been tough.  Training in new staff with all the 

rules and challenges of boarding together Monday to Friday can be exhausting.  We thank 

God that in the previous few years we had no resignations and the continuity and flow was a 

blessing. 

 

We do praise God that we were able to bring all the children back to full school because 

COVID negatively affected their education.  It is a struggle for teaching staff to keep up with 
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all the curriculum changes the Department sends out as they try to revamp in order to fill 

gaps in learning and attempt to get learners caught up to their grade level.  

 

We have 9 children boarding on weekends as well and 2 more children about to be added 

due to their hectic situations at home.   We have spent hours during weekends and holidays 

visiting the families of our most at risk children doing conflict resolution and parenting skill 

training.  We have seen some growth and healing in our families, which we praise God for. 

 

Elijah and I felt God lay on our hearts to take responsibility for Keneilwe and Samuel 

(BoyBoy) Bila for the year.  They have been with us since Keneilwe was 5 and BoyBoy 4 

years old due to their mother’s passing.  They have gone from Kindergarten through Grade 

9 at Dayspring.  As our school stops at Grade 9, we needed a solution for them to carry on 

schooling and complete their Grade 10-12 at a high school about 10 miles away.  We have 

been covering their transportation costs to and from school ($100/mo) plus doctors, 

toiletries, clothes and other needs.  It is a blessing to care for orphans the Bible says and we 

truly love these 2 teens as our own with all the typical teen challenges.  We are trusting God 

for the provision to keep caring for them as He cares for them.   

 

I attended their first parent teacher conferences at the new high school which has about 75 

10th graders as opposed to their little class of 9 last year!  Every teacher I met with said the 2 

were an absolute joy to have in class and they really enjoyed them.  The teachers said they 

were respectful and helpful!  If only they keep that up for the next 3 years!!!  They had a 

couple of challenges in their subjects and saw where they each need to study harder or ask 

for extra help so we are trusting their reports will show progress this term.  

 

Some amazing blessings:  we were able to move into our new classroom block of 4 classes 

at the beginning of the year!  Thank so much for sowing into their completion.  We still have 

a couple items left to do that we hope to complete in June holidays.  To experience God’s 

salvation, love, blessings, provision, goodness, protection.. first hand is the greatest blessing 

and privilege any of us will ever have. 

 

Thank you so much for being a part of raising up the next generation to impact their 

community, nation, and the nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  You are truly a part of 

changing legacies for eternity!  

 

Blessings from Elijah, Kim and the family at Dayspring 

 

PS I am in the USA and available for the next month or so to do any kind of presentation, 

update, slide show, talk.   

 

My USA number: 1-641-390-2496 


