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  Wanderings and Wonderings 
Dave Bosewell tells a story in his book, 

How Life Imitates the World Series. He tells a story 

about Earl Weaver, former manager of the Baltimore 

Orioles. Sports fans will enjoy how Weaver handled 

superstar Reggie Jackson who was on that team.  

Weaver had a rule 

that no one could steal a 

base unless he was given 

the steal sign by one of 

the coaches. This always 

upset Jackson because he 

felt he knew the pitchers 

and catchers well enough to judge himself who he 

could and could not steal off of. So one game he 

decided to steal without a sign. 

He got a good jump off the pitcher and easily beat 

the throw to second base. As he shook the dirt off his 

uniform, Jackson smugly smiled with delight, feeling 

he had vindicated his judgment to his manager. 

Later Weaver took Jackson aside and explained 

why he hadn’t given him the steal sign. First, the next 

batter was Lee May, his best power hitter other than 

Jackson. When Jackson stole second, first base was 

left open, so the other team simply walked May 

intentionally, taking the bat out of his hands. 

Second, the following batter hadn’t been strong 

against that particular pitcher, so Weaver felt he had 

to send up a pinch hitter to try to drive in the men on 

base. That left Weaver without bench strength later in 

the game when he needed it. 

The problem was, Jackson 

saw only his relationship to the 

pitcher and catcher. His manager, 

Earl Weaver, was watching the 

whole game.  

One of the “potholes” of life 

is we tend to narrow our focus.  

We get something in our minds and then we put on 

our (horse) blinders.  We narrow our scope, our 

understanding of what is happening and what needs to 

be happening.  

We also begin to think that there is only 

one or two directions we can go, one or two plans that 

will make things happen for us..   

We need to expand our thinking about our lives, 

our world, even our God – especially as we try to 

seek God’s perspective on the things that are 

happening to us. Rather than trying to find someone 

to blame, or beating ourselves up, or doubting God’s 

love - when something bad occurs in our life, we need 

to affirm that God’s will is always for our best good. 

God wants us to be well. God wants to see that our 

needs are provided. In times of suffering, remind 

yourself, first of all, of that 

truth: God wants me to be 

well. 

Second, remind yourself 

that all things work to the 

good for those who love God. 

Look for ways that God can use your present 

adversity for the good. Perhaps this experience will 

make you stronger. Maybe this experience will make 

you more compassionate toward the struggles of 

others. Maybe this experience will draw you closer to 

God.  

Finally, pray that God will help you see the bigger 

picture. Pray that you will 

sense God’s will for your 

life. It may be that up to 

this point you, too, have 

been blind. Pray that God 

will help you see God’s 

hand, God’s plan, and our place in it. 

Then Job answered the LORD:2"I know that 

you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours 

can be thwarted. 3'Who is this that hides counsel 

without knowledge?' Therefore I have uttered what 

I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, 

which I did not know. (Job 42:1-3) 
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