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From the Pastor’s Desk         
“You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the earth, 
and wine to gladden the human heart, and oil to make the face shine, and bread to strengthen the human 
heart.”  Psalm 104:14-15 

 

A few days ago, I was able to row my first corn field of the 
spring.  The next day I was able to row five to six fields of corn.  
All of which is remarkable to me since the seeds had only been 
planted for a little better than a week since I could row the 
fields.  I suppose I will have to wait a while before I can row a 
field of soybeans, since most of the beans are planted in 
untilled cornfields from last year.  It takes awhile for the 
soybeans to grow through the old corn leaves and stalks in the 
field, but they will come and they will grow.  By the end of the 
month, the corn will grow from just an inch tall sticking out of 
the ground to almost five feet tall.  The soybeans will be 
growing and waving in the field as the wind blows over it.  

I also noticed that suddenly the trees have 
budded with new leaves.  Still a lot of branches 
just have some green buds.  But there are some 
trees that within a day or two went from some 
buds on their branches to full grown leaves 

catching the sun light and waving in the wind.  My Lilac bushes 
had a few buds of leaves on them a week ago, and a week 
later, the branches all have leaves and 
the flowers are already blooming.    

As I drive from church building to 
church building I have also seen a 
pasture with new baby goats running 
along side their mothers.  I have seen 
some young calves running and jumping, 
almost skipping through the pastures, enjoying life and being 
alive. 

All of these are signs of new life.  It is an amazing witness 
to God’s creative powers.  Though it seems to us the coldness 
of winter refused to let go, spring has come.  Seeds that were 
sitting in containers in the shed are now in the earth, growing 
with a promise of a harvest.  God blesses us with the earth that 
is fertile for the seeds to grow.  God blesses us with the 
sunshine and the rain that is needed for the plants to grow and 
bear fruit.  Living in rural Iowa and Minnesota, we are witnesses 
to the new life with which God is blessing us. 

At the same time as we celebrate this new life all around, 
signs of God’s faithfulness, we also know that we live in a world 
that is still broken.  As the corn and soybeans grow in the field, 
they can be attacked by insects and fungus.  The insects and 
fungus attack the health of the plant and thus its ability to 
produce much fruit.  We have all seen tall stands of corn, 
looking great and fields of beans looking healthy and strong, 
when suddenly a storm comes through with hail that strips the 
corn down to stalks, the beans are beaten down and gone.  Or 
strong winds come and lay the corn and beans down flat and 
the hope for a buster harvest are gone. 

It is the same for us.  We can celebrate a new child coming 
into the world, the miracle of life.  But the child can suffer from 
some illness and we are drawn to our knees in prayer that the 

Lord will bring healing.  We are proud of our High School 
graduates and College graduates and their accomplishments 
they have achieved.  But then the waiting comes to get the right 
job.  Sometimes the right job takes awhile and there is anxiety 
and worry and wondering when the right job will come along.  

We celebrate weddings and are happy for the 
young couple and ask the Lord to bless their 
new journey of love.  But the couple are two 
sinners as well as saints, children of God.  
Sometime there are struggles in the new 

marriage.  All signs of the brokenness in our 
world. 

The signs of life, that we see during the 
month of June, the new fields of corn and soybeans, the new 
baby goats and calves, the newlyweds, the new graduates are 
all signs of God’s blessings, signs of God’s faithfulness.  The 
Psalmist lifts up God not only blesses us with the necessities 
that we need in life, like being loved, family, friends, shelter, 
food, clothing, and more, but God also loves to bless us with 
the little things in life that bring joy as well, like eating good food 
with family and friends, some oil to make the face shine and 
bread to strengthen the heart.  God also loves to bless us with 
newness of life. 

Apostle Paul wrote about the newness of life which our Lord 
blesses us.  “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?   
Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”   
Our Lord loves us too much to leave us in the power of sin and 
death which creates brokenness, leaving us wounded.  Jesus 
came to take on those powers of sin and death and he won.  
We were baptized into his death, into Jesus’ victory over sin.  
Jesus gifts us with newness of life.  Jesus removes the burden 
and wounds of our sin and he forgives and heals us.  When we 
as sinners do not love perfectly, Jesus lifts us up as he loves 
us with his Father’s unconditional love.  When brokenness 
enters our lives, Jesus reveals God’s faithfulness and 
steadfastness as he is present to bring healing.  Apostle Paul 
also wrote, “If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 
with him also give us everything else.”  The answer is yes.  The 
Lord will give you life.  The Lord will bless you with the good 
things in life.  Plus the Lord will bring newness of life; 
forgiveness, reconciliation, unconditional love, joy, peace that 
surpasses all human understanding and more.  The Lord loves 
to bless you with life, new life and newness of life.  So as you 
witness the new life all around you, remember you have also 
been given newness of life. 

                                           Pastor Randy  



  Wanderings and Wonderings 
This “wandering” will have you 

“wondering”.         Why?  Because I am going to ask 

you to do the wandering.  You are going to write this 

article.  Literally write down some notes.  Do some 

thinking.  Pray.  Listen to what the Holy Spirit tells 

you.  And then share what God has said, where God 

leads you, and what’s next. 

 Now initially this will have you wondering 

“what in the world am I (Pastor Bill) trying to do”.  

Humor me for a bit. 

The parish council have begun to have some 

very intentional conversations about “church 

growth.”  I don’t doubt the initial motivation is 

“how do we encourage more people to come on 

Sunday morning.“  But you don’t have to think too long 

to realize that church growth is more than “Sunday 

morning numbers.”  How do we growth faith?  How 

does God grow His kingdom?  Is Sunday morning the 

only place to count/measure/ evaluate?  Is all about me 

and/or about community? 

We are looking at and discussing eight ideas 

addressing this idea of church growth.   And the first 

idea that we lifted up is “Clarity of Purpose.”  We began 

discussing this and somebody said, “I don’t think most 

people know what the purpose of the church is.”  They 

are probably right.  Do we?  Have we even asked the 

question or just assume everyone knows?.  And can we 

articulate that purpose.  So here is where you begin to 

write this page. 

 

What is the purpose of the church? 

 

 

 

 

Is this what we want? Is this what we need? Will this 

keep us coming back? Is this what God wants, needs, 

and died for? 

 

And if you were able to articulate “a purpose” – now 

where does the tire hit the road.  How do we apply … 

do … live … that purpose? 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m not going to dwell on this, but if we do not know 

our purpose, “what are we doing?” 

Growing churches are clear churches. They have 

clarity about the mission. Clarity about the vision. And 

they have clarity about the strategy, how to get there. 

Who goes on vacation, without having a 

designation?  And after deciding on a 

designation, we need a route – how to get there.  

Without a route … without a designation … we either 

go in circles or we go no where. 

What follows, may or may not be in your answer, 

but 20 years ago when we began One in Christ 

Lutheran Parish, we had a group of 20+ people try to 

articulate our purpose.  We called in our mission 

(purpose) statement.  And then as multiple 

congregations and people we agreed to this.  It reads as 

follows:   

As given to us by Jesus our mission is to "Go make 

disciples of all nations;" "Love one another as I love 

you" and "Do this in remembrance of me." 

 

"Go make disciples of all nations;" – Matthew 

28:18-20   Go – outside our doors and where we live.  

Share Jesus.  Share what you know about Jesus.  Share 

the story(s) about Jesus. 

"Love one another as I love you" – John 13:34-35  

Create community … be community.  Take care of one 

another.  Take care of your neighbor.  The word “love” 

here is not about emotions and feeling good, it is about 

following the example of Jesus.  Serve others … maybe 

even serve sacrificially. 

"Do this in remembrance of me." – 2 Corinthians 

11:23-26   Of course, we can quickly recognize that this 

is referencing Holy Communion.  What is so special 

about Holy Communion (and Baptism)?  These 

sacraments make God’s love “real” in our lives.  That is 

why we use bread and wine and water.  We can see, 

smell, taste, touch these things – we can not deny the 

physical presence of these objects.  This is about more 

than Communion.  It is about making Jesus real in our 

lives … real in our world … real in the lives around us. 

What is our purpose? 

Maybe this has changed.  Maybe the circumstances 

… our resources … our opportunities … have changed.  

If so, we need to be honest with ourselves and God, and 

redefine our purpose. 

Maybe we need to take this to heart.  Understand 

what we say. Make it dynamic and alive in our lives. 

Maybe we need to learn “how” to apply it. 

We can’t accomplish our purpose if we do not know 

what it is.  We can’t accomplish our purpose if we don’t 

agree with it.  We can’t accomplish our purpose if we do 

not know how … do not take the time and energy … do 

not do anything with it. 

Growing churches are clear churches.  What’s our 

purpose?  What has God created/called us to be? 

Wanderings and Wonderings,  

Pastor Bill Peters 


