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COME, HOLY SPIRIT!
We joyfully welcome all guests who are worshiping with us this morning.
We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, who excites us with the mission of the church - to be witnesses and share the "good news" to
all people.
EMPOWER AND SEND US!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Hymns are from the Green Hymnal.
(* Stand as you are able)
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

 GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God

*CONFESSION
O God, you know us inside and out, through and through.
Searching us out, you lay your hand upon us.
You know what we are going to say even before we speak.
We praise you, O God, for knowing that whoever we are and wherever we go, you are with us.
God of all generations, we acknowledged your creative
presence in such an intimate and personal way, so we affirm your presence with us in an even more
wonderful and personal way - in the relationship established through Jesus Christ and through the Holy
Spirit.
We praise and thank you, O God, for reaching out to us and touching our lives in this way.
We turn towards you in gratitude seeking to love as we have been loved and pray that this time of worship
will be a worthy offering of praise and thanksgiving for the way you lay your guiding hand on our lives.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen
Lord Jesus Christ, we know in our hearts that discipleship demands an utterly new way of seeing people as
you did, and being with them unconditionally, as you were, but the journey from heart to eyes and hands
and feet can be long and difficult. We confess that we find it especially difficult to remember that loving
you takes priority over everything and everyone else in our lives - even family and friends. Remind us that
when we do love you like this, our relationships are shaped by this love also and can become deeper and
stronger.
Forgive our reluctance to proclaim with our lips and our lives that you are Lord of our lives.
We confess that we prefer our journeys of faith to be devout, but not too daring; comfortable and not too
threatening.
Forgive our fear of treading your way of obedience - the way of the cross.
Lord Jesus Christ, give us the grace to trust in the unknowing nature of your call to each of us and the
unknown direction which you call us to travel. You have travelled the road already so what have we to fear?
Jesus, Savior and Lord, help us to reveal through our lives, as you did, the shape of God’s
unconditional love.
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May we be filled, renewed, and guided by the Holy Spirit so that we commit ourselves anew to the
challenge of following Jesus Christ - serving and loving others
In his name and for his sake. Amen
*EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners - so rejoice for in him, we are forgiven, we are healed, we are renewed.
Thanks be to God!
*OPENING SONG

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.
Refrain On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain
His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain
When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*SHARING THE PEACE
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*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

“Glory to God…”

5

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us
to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my
heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism,
we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.

SCRIPTURE READING

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them:
choose life by loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by following other gods.
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See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your
God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and
possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE READING

Philemon 1-21

While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away from Philemon, a slaveowner and a Christian friend of Paul. Paul
told Onesimus to return to Philemon and encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian brother.
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Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your
house:
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith
toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do
for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.
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For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the
basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child,
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful
both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be
of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in
order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you
for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially
to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes
you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your
owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.
21
Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING

Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will
finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see
it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage
war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the
terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
25

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Harlan Nyhus
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SONG OF THE DAY

“Lord, Jesus, You Shall be My Song”
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
…God of grace, hear our prayer.
*LORD’S PRAYER

 THANKSGIVING 
God invites us to respond to His grace
OFFERING
*OFFERTORY SONG

“Create in Me…”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

 SENDING 
*BLESSING
*THREE-FOLD AMEN
*RINGING OF THE BELL

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world
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*SENDING SONG

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

ELW # 697

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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The Fine Print of Discipleship
A lot can go wrong in our lives. If you ever have any doubts, just read the fine print in a contract, where
every worst-case scenario is spelled out. Sometimes we appreciate having those challenges hidden away.
When we are jumping into something new, it may be easier to take the leap if we don’t dwell too much on
what can go wrong.
But that’s not the approach Jesus takes when describing the commitment of discipleship. Instead, he uses
big, bold terms to emphasize the struggles and conflicts ahead. Discipleship with him will mean taking up a
cross. It will mean confronting our most deeply held commitments—our possessions, relationships, and
identities. In fact, the cross at the center of discipleship will be so burdensome that it will seem impossible
to shoulder.
Jesus’ words might scare us off if we miss the other half of the agreement. He doesn’t ask us to carry our
cross alone. He will be with us as a partner who has already taken the journey from death to resurrected life.
In discipleship, Christ leads us and brings the power of God to meet our challenges. Yes, Christ will call us
to share the pain of his cross. He will call us to die to old habits, stuck ways of thinking, and broken
relationships. But he will also share with us the victory of his cross and the power to rise to new life.
At baptism, we were marked with the cross of Christ forever. That cross marks all of the deaths we will
face, but it also marks the beginning of an eternal life with God. Every time we gather in Christian worship,
we participate once more in Christ’s journey from death to life. Around the table, we gather as Christ’s
disciples, sharing the overwhelming burden of his cross but also its even more abundant victory. Here, our
crosses are transformed by the community in which they are held and by Christ, who leads our way.
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