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COME, HOLY SPIRIT!
We joyfully welcome all guests who are worshiping with us this morning.
We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, who excites us with the mission of the church - to be witnesses and share the "good news" to
all people.
EMPOWER AND SEND US!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Hymns are from the Green Hymnal.
(* Stand as you are able)

 GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God
*CONFESSION
Our trust is in you, O God, and in you alone.
We rejoice that God’s love for us is stronger than our fear.
Let us worship God who is our refuge and strength and the source of justice and peace.
God, source of our trust and peace, we praise and adore you.
Your care for us is evident through your love made so visible in Jesus Christ. His life and light penetrate the
dark and fearful places of the world in ways which echo the dreams of the psalmist.
For in Jesus, fears are diminished through the power of the Holy Spirit - that inner source of
strength gifted to us through his sacrificial love.
We pray that this time of worship and the service of our lives may be a worthy expression of our praise and
thanksgiving.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
Jesus told the story of the rich man and Lazarus to emphasize the indifference of the rich man towards
someone in desperate need. Right there outside his own gate!
By ignoring the plight of Lazarus, the rich man was ignoring the persistent message of the
prophets to care for those who were poor, hungry, and needy.
Lord Jesus Christ, when we hear this story we condemn the rich man for failing to reach out to the starving
and sick man at his gate.
How could he do such a thing? Could we?
Sadly, we confess that there are many things which so cloud our vision that we too fail to reach out or even
notice people in need in our community.
So often we have good intentions, but our greed, our busy-ness and our personal priorities lead us
to put our own needs ahead of the pressing needs of the disadvantaged in our society.
Silence
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Forgive our indifference towards the plight of those whose lives are impoverished because of situations
beyond their control:
… families without the basic necessities of life;
… increasing numbers of displaced people in the world looking for places of security and peace;
… people denied fullness of life because of chronic illness and those of all ages who are
physically or mentally challenged;
… people who are victims of the economic excesses of our society;
… the growing number of unemployed people;
… those who are victims - of violence or abuse ; those who are addicted or depressed;
silence
Jesus, Redeemer and Friend,
you challenge us to live by your Gospel. Forgive us when we fail to practice with our lives what we
proclaim with our lips.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen
Forgive our indifference towards the plight of those whose lives are impoverished because of situations
beyond their control …
… those who are victims - of violence or abuse; those who are addicted to drugs of any kind.
silence
Jesus, Redeemer and Friend,
you challenge us to live by your Gospel. Forgive us when we fail to practice with our lives what we
proclaim with our lips.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen
*EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS
The Scriptures assures us that we are loved, protected and saved by God. We know this to be true because
we believe that Jesus was sent by God into the world not to condemn the world but that the world might be
saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned.
Thanks be to God!
*OPENING SONG

“Gather Us In”

ELW # 532
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*APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*SHARING THE PEACE
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*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

“Glory to God…”
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace,
and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component of good
stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the
dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed.

SCRIPTURE READING

Amos 6:1a, 4-7

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to
share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes.
1a

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
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Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
5
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
6
who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE READING

1 Timothy 6:6-19

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His priorities will be different from those of people
who merely want to be rich.
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Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can
take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pains.
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But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good
fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign,
the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has
ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
17
As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of
riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good
works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they
may take hold of the life that really is life.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING

Luke 16:19-31

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful
reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at
his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s
table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.
The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with
Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides
all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so,
and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—28for I have five
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead.’ ”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Pastor Bill Peters
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SONG OF THE DAY

“Shine, Jesus, Shine”

ELW# 677

BLESSING OF SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF
Today we recognize and bless those who have been called to the ministry of leading, teaching and
guiding. The Apostle Paul tells us:
“It is Jesus whom we proclaim, teaching everyone in all wisdom so that we may present everyone
mature in Christ. For this I toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires within
me”
Colossians 1:28-29
(To the teachers)
Do you accept the responsibility to use your gifts to teach the Word of God, to nurture faith and to model a
Christian lifestyle?
Teachers: I accept this responsibility and ask God to help and guide me.
(To the parents)
God has entrusted you to the care and nurture of these children. Do you promise to create a Christian
environment in your home an environment marked with prayer, praise and Christian practices? Do you
promise to continue your support and involvement in your child’s faith development in this congregation in
partnership with teachers and other staff?
Parents: We do, and ask God to help and guide us.
(To the learners)
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You have heard the promises made by teachers and parents regarding your faith nurture. Do you promise to
come to Sunday school and other learning opportunities to learn and grow with others?
Learners: We do, and ask God to help and guide us.
(To the congregation)
It is our privilege to affirm and support those who are engage in the teaching ministry of this congregation
and of God’s kingdom in this place. Will you commit to support them through prayer, encouragement,
friendship and participation in education, worship, and service?
Congregation: We will, and ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray. Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon all those who teach and learn. Increase our
faithful prayer, study, worship and service, and help us to live and grow in your abundant love and
grace. Stir us to a deeper longing for you in our lives that we may boldly bear witness to your Word in
all the world.
Amen.
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
…God of grace, hear our prayer.
*LORD’S PRAYER

 THANKSGIVING 
God invites us to respond to His grace
OFFERING
*OFFERTORY SONG

“Create in Me…”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
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ELW # 186

PRESENTATION OF BILBES
Kennedy Buhmann, Carter Egesdal, Keegan Jackson,
Madison Martinson, Weston Pilgrim, Cooper Schmidt

 SENDING 
*BLESSING
*THREE-FOLD AMEN
*RINGING OF THE BELL
*SENDING SONG

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world

“This Little Light of Mine”

ELW # 677
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Optical Illusions
Have you ever seen one of those pictures that changes depending on how you look at it? Is it a rabbit or a
duck? Is it a vase or two faces looking at one another? A young woman or an old one? Sometimes our first
impression of something gets in the way of us seeing it another way.
In the parable Jesus tells today, there is a man with wealth and influence who has always seen his life as a
success. That success seems all the more pronounced in contrast to a poor, sick beggar who is always
hanging around the entrance to his house. But when the rich man dies, he realizes that his life was actually
the opposite of what he thought. It was not his possessions or status that mattered; it was the justice and love
he showed to others. When it came to those things, he was far more impoverished and much sicker than the
man he looked down on every day.
When we look at our own lives, it can be easy to get stuck in just one way of seeing them. If we focus on
worldly standards, we may judge ourselves as successes or failures in ways that are out of touch with how
God sees us. With this parable, Jesus calls us to new ways of looking at ourselves. Where are we missing
the opportunities right outside our front door to act with love and justice for our siblings near and far?
In Christian worship, we gather to practice the way our lives and our world appear to God. We lift up the
cries that have gone unheard. We look at one another and ourselves through the redemptive waters of
baptism. We feed one another around the table that Christ sets for us all in our common need. As witnesses
to God’s truth, we send one another forth to shatter misguided illusions in the world around us.
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