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From the Pastor’s Desk         
“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  But how are they to call on one in 
whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?  
And who are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?  And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? … 
So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.”    Romans 10:13-14, 17 

 

When I think of the month of October, a number of images 
come to mind.  First is the cool crispness of fall replacing the 
hot and humid days of summer.  God coloring the leaves with 
brilliant yellows, reds and oranges, giving us pause to think, 
“Wow!  God is amazing!  He sure knows how to create beautiful 
landscapes.”  October is also time of the harvest.  All the hard 
work of preparing the ground for the seed, the planting, the 
spraying for weeds, the prayers for sun and rain have come to 

fruition.  We all hope it is at least 
good to bumper harvest, but we 
don’t know until the combines are 
in the field. 

Another image that comes to mind for me Reformation 
Sunday.  It is the Sunday we celebrate our 
Lutheran Heritage.  It was on October 31st that 
Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses on the 
Church door of Wittenberg.  Someone translated 
these 95 statements for discussion into German 
and used the new invention of the printing press 
to spread them throughout Germany and the 
Reformation was set in motion. 

At the time, the whole culture was concerned 
about their relationship with God.  The prominent image of God 
was the image of Jesus in the book of Revelation, coming as 
judge with a two-edged sword spewing from his mouth.  The 
two-edged sword was a symbol of the truth Jesus would know 
right down to the bone of our beings.  The Church taught the 
people needed to have enough good works to overcome sins.  
They could go on pilgrimages to Rome and have so many sins 
forgiven.  They could buy an Indulgence, a paper with the 
Pope’s seal, guaranteeing forgiveness of sin and freeing loved 
ones from Purgatory, a place between heaven and earth.  As 
Luther struggled with his sinful nature and God being a holy 
judge, his mentor Fr. John Staupitz assigned Martin Luther to 
be a professor at the new Wittenberg University. As Luther 
prepared lessons in the Psalms, he discovered a gentler God, 
God who is a shepherd, who watched over us.  When Luther 
studied Romans, the Holy Spirit gave Luther an “aha” moment.  
Luther read Paul’s letter to the Romans, “For there is no 
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. …  For we hold that a person 
is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.”  
With this “aha” moment, Luther rediscovered the good news of 
God’s love, the gift of God’s grace justifying, making us new, 
by Jesus’ death and resurrection.  This good news set Martin 
Luther on fire.  He shared this good news with fellow 
Professors, his Prince, and the world through his writings.   
There was a renewal of faith as the Protestant Reformation and 
later the Roman Catholic response of the Counter Reformation 

movement swept through Europe.  God and how we were in 
relationship with God was part of the community conversations 
as well as private conversations around the dinner table. 

I thought about the religious culture Martin Luther was a part 
of in contrast to where we find ourselves today.  Yesterday, I 
saw the same story twice online, which stated that by the year, 
2050 Christianity will be a minority religion in the United States.  
The article said that in 1990, 90 percent of the people in the 
U.S. Identified as Christians.  Now they said, there is a 
movement to identifying as “None”, that is they don’t identify 
with any religion and this movement is growing.  The study said 
the membership in Christian congregations is on a steady 
decline and it doesn’t look as if anything is going to stop this 

decline in Christianity, and the growth of the “None”s. 
I was saddened by this story.  I know that we have 

experienced the decline in attendance of our worship 
services and even in some service events of our life together 
as brothers and sisters in Christ.  COVID had us worshipping 
at home because we could not gather.  Some are still 
gathering with us online.   Yet, there is still a general decline. 

As I thought about this story, I thought there is one force 
the writers of this story did not think about in this fight against 

decline and the growth of “none” s and that is the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit creates faith as the word is 

proclaimed and heard.  The Holy Spirit will 
work through the Word of Christ, the revelation 
of God being holy and just and graceful and 
merciful.  Jesus reveals the love of God, that 
is boundless for you and me that Jesus was 
willing to become a human being, suffer, die, 
and be raised from the dead to justify us, to 
make us right in our relationship with God.  

Jesus reveals the depth of God’s love for you and me.  When 
this word is proclaimed, the Holy Spirit creates faith giving gifts 
of peace, love, and joy. 

But Paul asked the right question, “How can they believe in 
one whom they have never heard?  And how can they believe 
with no one to proclaim him?”  This month is our Reformation 
Heritage.  Let us proclaim to our family, friends and neighbors 
about God’s love.  Let us tell them about a God, who meets us 
in our brokenness and loves us so much as to pick us up from 
our sin, forgive and reconcile with us, making us his beloved 
redeemed children.  The Holy Spirit will create faith.  The Holy 
Spirit will use your words and actions to create faith.  The Holy 
Spirit will turn this tide from “none”s to confessing Jesus as 
Lord.  Let us claim our heritage and share the good news.       

 

                                           Pastor Randy  



   Wanderings and Wonderings 
For the past several months we have been 

having an ongoing (guided) conversation at our parish 

council meetings about church growth, and this past 

month the theme we highlighted was “Inviting 

Culture/Personal Invitation/Genuine Community” 

We act like our culture … and our culture 

determines our behavior, our actions.  We are inclined to 

blame external circumstances for many of our current 

woes, especially the past couple of years.  But when we 

are honest with ourselves, we realize that these are not 

new “woes” … we have been trending some of these 

ways for quite some time.  One of those “woes” is 

growing, developing, maybe even desiring, cohesive 

communities.  Our culture seems to be splintering, not 

uniting. 

Apostle Paul reminds us in Ephesians that this is not 

the culture of the church of Christ.  In Ephesians he tells 

us, “he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 

Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth… so 

that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ.”  

God’s way is to unite.  Not to clone one another nor 

whitewash our differences, but to bring us together in 

Christ in community. 

This is why the culture of our church is so vital. And 

the culture God desires might be counter-culture with 

our culture at large.  We don’t want to think this way, 

but the actions of our world, even our nation, tell us 

something different. 

Now there is a lot to say and discuss here, but I’m 

only going to highlight, and not in depth, one thing here. 

We want to develop a culture where new guests 

consistently show up at your church, and want to stay. 

There is nothing more powerful, and effective, than 

when a person invites a friend to attend our church. 

When people invite others to 

your church, good things 

happen.  At the heart of it all, in 

almost every growing church is 

this: people inviting their friends. 

If we don’t invite our friends, 

don’t expect to grow. 

This assumes Christians actually have non-Christian 

friends we can invite. Shockingly, too many Christians 

don’t.  Often we cocoon ourselves in a little bubble, 

distraught over the direction the world is heading and 

angry at or indifferent toward people who don’t hold our 

values and beliefs. 

In the first chapter of the gospel of John (vss. 35-

51), we have a slew of stories strung together with 

people, eventual disciples and the early Christ 

community, inviting others to follow Jesus.  The 

invitations are simple, direct and are extended to 

friends … and effective.  But there is something 

about their invitation that we sometimes miss, and fail to 

implement.  They do not primarily invite their friends 

into their following (church), nor into their way of 

believing and understanding, nor to a building or 

program.  They invite one another to meet Jesus. 

You may not like me, but I know you will like Jesus.  

I may not be able to do a whole lot for you, but Jesus 

can.  I am definitely not a savior, but Jesus is.  That is 

the invitation that makes a difference. 

I’m going to share a familiar story that highlights 

this point.  

There is a story told about a Shakespearean actor 

who was known everywhere for his one-man shows of 

readings and recitations from the classics. He would 

always end his performance with a dramatic reading of 

Psalm 23.  

Each night, without exception, as the actor began 

his recitation - "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not 

want".the crowd would listen 

attentively. And then, at the 

conclusion of the Psalm, they 

would rise in thunderous applause 

in appreciation of the actor's 

incredible ability to bring the verse 

to life.  

But one night, just before the actor 

was to offer his customary recital of 

Psalm 23, a young man from the 

audience spoke up. "Sir, do you mind if 

tonight I recite Psalm 23?" The actor was quite taken 

back by this unusual request, but he allowed the young 

man to come forward and stand front and center on the 

stage to recite the Psalm, knowing that the ability of this 

unskilled youth would be no match for his own talent.  

With a soft voice, the young man began to recite the 

words of the Psalm. When he was finished, there was no 

applause. There was no standing ovation as on other 

nights. All that could be heard was the sound of 

weeping. The audience had been so moved by the young 

man's recitation that every eye was full of tears. Amazed 

by what he had heard, the actor said to the youth, "I 

don't understand. I have been performing Psalm 23 for 

years. I have a lifetime of experience and training - but I 

have never been able to move an audience as you have 

tonight. Tell me, what is your secret?"  

The young man quietly replied, "Well sir, you know 

the Psalm... I know the Shepherd."  

That is the difference maker in who we are and in 

everything we do. 
Wanderings and Wonderings,  

Pastor Bill Peters 


