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COME, HOLY SPIRIT!
We joyfully welcome all guests who are worshiping with us this morning.
We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, who excites us with the mission of the church - to be witnesses and share the "good news" to
all people.
EMPOWER AND SEND US!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Hymns are from the Green Hymnal.
(* Stand as you are able)

 GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God
ANTHEM

“Awesome God”
“How Great Is Our God”

Sunday School Choir

*CONFESSION
Let all the earth make a joyful noise in word and music, to you, O God,
leading your people to freedom, you gave them life.
We praise you as the one who strengthens us and gives us life.
When we are tested and tried, and burdened with care,
the promise of your love and grace gives us strength, so,
let the sound of God’s praise be heard.
We praise and adore you, O God, as your people throughout the ages have done - glorifying you through
word and music.
Sometimes, however, such praise doesn’t get beyond our lips - the days when our hearts are heavy
with our needs and the needs of others.
Then we remember how you work through human failure and despair to bring hope and the reassurance of
your care.
Reassurance made visible in the person of Jesus Christ who himself knew human weakness, and
bore pain and suffering and death.
Blessing our lives with his life and love, he penetrates the deepest recesses of our hearts with hope.
Through him, we glimpse your glory and our hearts begin to respond once more with praise and
adoration.
We offer this time of worship as our thankful response to your gracious intervention in our lives.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us when we fail to acknowledge with gratitude the blessings which you bestow on
our lives.
You gave your life so that we may have a fullness of life we could never attain on our own.
We are ashamed to admit that there are times when we take the gift of your life in us for granted - times we
pray only when we have needs to be met - times when gratitude is a rare commodity in our lives.
Forgive us, we pray, and empower us to embrace with gratitude all of our life and not just the
good things we like to remember.
Jesus, healer and friend, we know that you do hear our prayers and for that we are eternally grateful.
May our lives be visible expressions of our thanks for your grace, mercy and love towards
us. Amen
*EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS
We rejoice in the good news that God sent Jesus into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned. but loved, accepted and
forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
*OPENING SONG

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.
Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*SHARING THE PEACE

3

# 526

*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

“Glory to God…”
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe from all
that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish
all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song
It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. The body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made us clean.
We have died with Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have returned to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to
share the good news.

SCRIPTURE READING

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c

Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously cures his illness, but only after Naaman realizes, with the help
of his servants, that he also needs healing for his pride. This foreign general then acknowledges the sovereignty of the God of Israel.
1

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master, because by him the
LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. 2Now the Arameans on one of their
raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “If only my
lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 7When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore
his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and
see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.”
8
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have
you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So Naaman came with his horses
and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven
times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.” 11But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought
that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and would wave his hand over the
spot, and cure the leprosy! 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not
wash in them, and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the
prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you
was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the
man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
15a-c
Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before him and said, “Now I know that
there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE READING

2 Timothy 2:8-15

Though Paul is chained as a prisoner, the word of God is never shackled or confined. Timothy is encouraged to proclaim that word of freedom in an
honest and upright life as well as in his teaching and preaching.
8

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, 9for which I suffer hardship, even to the
point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the
elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11The saying is sure:
If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
12
if we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he will also deny us;
13
if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.
14
Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over words, which does no good but only
ruins those who are listening. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING

Luke 17:11-19

Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a Samaritan healed of leprosy becomes a model for those who would praise and
worship God and give thanks for God’s mercy.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
11

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers
approached him. Keeping their distance, 13they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he
said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw
that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he
was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you
well.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Pastor Randy Baldwin

SONG OF THE DAY

Refrain

“It Is Well with My Soul”
When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
it is well, it is well with my soul.

It is well (it is well) with my soul, (with my soul,) it is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain
My Sin--oh, the bliss of this glorious tho’t;
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trumpet resound and the Lord shall descend;
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
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Blue # 99

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.
…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
*LORD’S PRAYER

 THANKSGIVING 
God invites us to respond to His grace
NOISY OFFERING
OFFERING
*OFFERTORY SONG

“Create in Me…”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

 SENDING 
*BLESSING
*THREE-FOLD AMEN
*RINGING OF THE BELL

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world
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ELW # 186

*SENDING SONG

“Now Thank We All Our God”

# 534

Now thank we all our God
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom his world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms,
has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.
Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us in his grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm
in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and him who reigns
with them in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heav’n adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.
Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude














From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20852.

9

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 9, 2022

Returning with Gratitude
What are you grateful for today? As you prepare for worship, take a moment to be present in this space.
Breathe deep. Even if everything seems familiar to you, try to observe your surroundings in a fresh way.
Who is gathered with you? What sounds do you hear? As you settle in, ask yourself: Why am I here? What
brings me back to this place and this community?
In today’s gospel, Jesus meets ten people suffering from leprosy—a disease that required them to live cut
off from the rest of society. Jesus tells them to go to the religious leaders to be examined for cleanliness, and
along the way they are healed. One can only imagine the relief and joy that overcame this group as they
experienced the restoration not just of their health but of their places in community. Yet, for one of these
people something more happened: he not only experienced joy, but he felt compelled to return to Jesus, fall
at his feet, and thank him.
At the center of the worshiping community is Christ, who offers healing to all who gather. Through the
proclamation of God’s love, Christ speaks words that restore our lives. In the waters of baptism, Christ
offers us a new future in a community of his disciples. Around the table, Christ gives us his body and blood
to strengthen us and renew us for the work of discipleship we will face in the week ahead.
But today’s gospel reminds us that the healing we come to receive is only half the equation. Christ also
longs for us not to grow complacent with the gift of God’s grace. Rather, in every moment of healing, Christ
hopes to fill our hearts with a gratitude that will draw us into deeper and deeper relationship with him. Let
your worship today be like that of the man in the gospel, an act of worship and gratitude for all that Christ
has already done.
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