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SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH 
We joyfully welcome all who are worshipping with us this morning.   

This day the church remembers with thanksgiving the events of the sixteenth-century Reformation. We rightly celebrate the 

Reformation not when we glory in the events of the past, but rather when we pray, "Come, Holy Spirit!" The church is always in need 

of reform, always in need of dying again in Christ and being raised from the dead, so that it might be truly free.  

COME, HOLY SPIRIT 
 
 

 

Hymn Sing w/Holy Communion 

Throughout the worship there will be opportunities to choose/sing favorite songs.  We will sing two (2) verses of 

each chosen song.  In most spots we will choose two different songs to sing –        when asked, please name the 

song and song number if you know it. 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Hymns are from the Green & Blue Hymnals. 

(* Stand as you are able) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

“Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason, my conscience is captive to the Word of God.  I 

cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, I 

cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen.” 

 

All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. 

 This is most certainly true. 

But God is really kind, and because of Jesus Christ, he freely accepts us and sets us free from our sins. 

 Here we stand; God help us! Amen. 

For freedom Christ has set us free. 

 This is most certainly true. 

Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

 Here we stand; God help us! Amen. 

God sent Jesus Christ to be our sacrifice. Christ offered his life’s blood, so that by faith in him we could 

come to God. 

 This is most certainly true. 

For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 Here we stand; God help us! Amen. 

http://www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org/
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God gave Christ to die for our sins, and he raised him to life, so that we would be made acceptable to God. 

 This is most certainly true. 

And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at peace with God. 

 Here we stand; God help us! Amen. 

You have been saved by faith in God’s kindness. This is not of your own doing; it is the gift of God. 

 This is most certainly true. 

This is the true grace of God; stand fast in it. 

 Here we stand; God help us! Amen. 
 

 

*OPENING SONG and PSALM 46 

                                                            “A Mighty Fortress” # 229 
  

PSALM 46 & SONG RESPONSE     “My Hope Is Built” # 294  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the 

heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its 

tumult. 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might 

he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

 
 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.  God is in 

the midst of the city; it shall not be moved. God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, and the kingdoms totter. He utters his voice, the earth melts. 

 

No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

 

The LORD of hosts is with us!  The God of Jacob is our refuge! 

Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought on the earth.   He 

makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the 

shields with fire. 

 

Though hordes of devils fill the land 

all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

they cannot overpow'r us. 
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Let this world's tyrant rage; 

in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

 

Be still, and know that I am God!  “I am exalted among the nations. I am exalted in the earth." 

The LORD of hosts is with us!  The God of Jacob is our refuge.  

 

God's Word forever shall abide, 

no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 

with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

though life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE 

 

*HYMNS OF PRAISE Choose two songs 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 

comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. 

We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given 

to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one 

will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not 

remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall 

all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. 
 



 5 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God 

through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of 

grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and 

the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 

law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom 

God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold 

that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL READING John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

 

 The holy gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know 

the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves 

to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 

permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

  SERMON Pastor Bill Peters 
 

   

SONGS OF THE DAY  Choose two songs 
 

*NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 
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 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living  

  and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation. 
 

…Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

  MEAL  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  OFFERING  

*OFFERTORY/COMMUNION SONGS Choose two songs 
 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

  DISTRIBUTION    

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

*BLESSING   

*THREE-FOLD AMEN 

*RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

*SENDING SONGS Choose two songs 
 

*DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Reformation Sunday                                                                                                                                             October 30, 2022 

 

Who Needs to Be Freed? 
 

    Martin Luther disliked the idea that adherents to his ideas would call themselves “Lutherans,” preferring 

the term “Christians” instead. Luther wanted the focus to be on what Christ had done, not on what he had 

done. So perhaps Luther would be distressed to see so many faithful people not only calling themselves 

Lutherans five centuries later, but also celebrating Reformation Sunday as a church holiday! Lucky for 

Luther, the focus of Reformation Sunday is not on Luther’s writings or accomplishments but on the freedom 

in Christ that is at the heart of the gospel message. 

    In today’s text from John’s gospel, Jesus’ audience also quibbled over terminology. When Jesus told 

them, “The truth will make you free” (John 8:32), they were suspicious about what exactly he meant by 

“free.” They rejected any implication that they or their ancestors might previously have been slaves in need 

of being set free. However, Jesus wasn’t talking about politics or history. He was referring to a kind of 

slavery that transcends context: the slavery of sin. All people have been enslaved by sin, and all people need 

God’s mercy. We are bound by the individual sin of personal choices and by the societal sin of complex 

systems that are beyond any one person’s control. 

    The weight of all that sin can feel crushing, but at the heart of the Reformation message is the truth that, 

through Christ’s death and resurrection, God has already offered us unconditional forgiveness for all our 

sins, no matter how heavy. We don’t need to earn God’s mercy because it is a gift offered without 

reservation or requirement. God’s grace is given to us for free and to make us free. Thanks be to God, the 

chains are gone! That is the good news at the heart of Luther’s teachings, and it is the good news at the heart 

of our celebration on Reformation Sunday and every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


