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From the Pastor’s Desk         
“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.”     1 Corinthians 1:18 
 

 

When I think of the month of February, there are several 
images that come to mind.  The first is that my brother Jason 
celebrates a birthday in February.  (He is seven years younger 
and he will never catch up with me.)  The second, the media 
has already reminded me, is Valentines Day.  A day in which 
we celebrate love.  There are gifts of flowers, chocolates and 
cards. Husband and wives and couples go out to eat at a nice 
restaurant.  Love is celebrated.  Third, I am reminded that we 
are still in the grips of winter for at least a couple more months.  
As I write this letter, we are expecting another snowstorm with 
five to nine inches of snow predicted.  February is one of our 
snowiest months, so I guess we are going to have to get used 
to the white landscape, which is good for snowmobilers and 
cross-country skiers.  The rest of us just have to remember, we 
do live in the North and we are going to see snow.  (It is prettier 
in December, before Christmas.)  The fourth thing I think about 
during February, perhaps because I am a Pastor, is the season 
of Lent. 

Lent is a somber season.  Advent is a season of 
anticipation, as we spend the season thinking about being 
ready for Jesus to return again, and counting off the days 
before Christmas, the celebration of Jesus’ birth and the 
reason for family gatherings and gift exchanges.  Epiphany is 
a season of light, a season of new revelations about Jesus 
being born, “Immanuel”, God with us.  The Magi come and 
worship Jesus.  John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus’ 
coming as he calls the people to repent for the Kingdom of God 
is near.  Jesus gets baptized.  The season of Epiphany 
concludes with Jesus’ 
Transfiguration.  Jesus’ 
appearance is transfigured into 
his light and glory before Peter, 
James and John on the 
mountaintop as Jesus talks with 
Moses and Elijah and then the 
Father shows up as well.  This 
Epiphany ends with Jesus heading down the mountain to go to 
Jerusalem, where eventually Jesus will face the cross. 

As Jesus begins his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus tells his 
disciples, along the way, that when he arrives in Jerusalem, he 
will be betrayed, rejected, beaten, killed and raised from the 
dead on the third day.  No one really understands this difficult 
teaching of Jesus.  No one wants to talk about Jesus and the 
cross.  They would rather focus on Jesus’ teachings and Jesus’ 
growing popularity with the people.  But Jesus is determined to 
get to Jerusalem to face the cross, for facing the cross is finally 
Jesus’ confrontation with the powers of sin and death. 

It seems to me that most of us and most of the public are 
keeping good company with the disciples as they follow Jesus 
to Jerusalem.  That is, the disciples and most of us like to keep 
our focus upon Jesus’ teachings and healings and not focus 
too much on the cross.  When we hear people in the public 

arena or in the news or on social media, most people, when 
they are talking about Jesus, they are usually talking about 
Jesus’ teachings. 

Jesus was a great Teacher.  Jesus gave us new 
understandings about God the Father and God’s kingdom as 
we listen to his parables.  Jesus taught us about God’s grace 
and mercy as he reached out to the lame, the blind, the deaf, 
those possessed by demons and the poor.  All these were 
considered by the religious authorities at the time as people 
being under God’s judgment for their sin.  Jesus tells the 
Pharisees, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.  Go and learn what 
this means.”  At the same time, Jesus magnified the law.  “You 
have heard it said of old, ‘You shall not kill.’  But I say to you, if 
you call a brother or a sister a fool, you are liable to judgment.”  
So a lot of people use Jesus’ teachings as a moral compass 
for themselves and for whom they think should be in or out of 
the kingdom of God. 

Not many, in the public arena, when talking about Jesus 
talk about the cross.  As Apostle Paul wrote, some think the 
cross is foolishness, but to us who are being saved, it is the 
power of God.  Jesus suffering the cross brings us to Easter, 
the two are tied together like a granny knot.  If Jesus were 
simply killed by the religious authorities, he would have been 
just another prophet.  But on Easter morning, Jesus rises from 
the dead and still lives.  Then we look backward at the cross 

and ask, “Why did Jesus do that?”  Jesus has 
an answer as he talked to his disciples about 
the cross, “it is necessary.” 

The cross is necessary.  When we 
encounter Jesus with his nail marked hands 
and feet and wounded side, we are silenced.  
It is then, with Jesus on the cross, we realize 
that we have nothing to bring to our 
relationship with God to be made just, to be 

made right.  No amount of good works or intentions on our 
behalf could possibly be a foundation for our relationship with 
God as we stand in the shadow of the cross.  As we stand in 
silence, Jesus put’s his hand upon our shoulders and clarifies.  
“The cross was necessary because my Father and I love you.”  
Jesus took on the power of sin and death, taking our sin and 
our death upon himself.  Then Jesus defeated them with his 
resurrection and love.  Our sin cannot remain in our 
relationship with Jesus and the Father, for Jesus has removed 
it from us forever as he declares us forgiven.   Jesus has 
removed the power of death to keep us away from him, as 
Jesus gives us the gift of eternal life.  Jesus bore the cross for 
it was necessary for him to bring you into the Father’s love.  
Yes, February is a celebration of love.  

 

                                           Pastor Randy 



 

 Wanderings and Wonderings 
I lived a few years in Missouri and 

discovered that they were quite fond and proud of 

their state’s mantra “The Show Me State”.  I think 

as human beings we all have a bit of that attitude in 

us – “show me.” 

We live in a visual culture, we like to see things.  

Some of us remember our first TV.  Or even the 

first TV in our neighborhood – it was a novelty.  I 

remember as a kid going to the Science and 

Industry Museum in Chicago and they had a phone 

on display that not only did you hear their voice, but 

you saw live their face.  We were in awe.  Now we 

don’t think twice about Facetime or zooming.  

When I was in college, music videos became 

popular – I would like to say that wasn’t all that 

long ago, but it was.   

We want to see. Jesus confronted two would-be 

disciples with a haunting question, "What are you 

looking for?", and their answer seems to be from 

“left-field”.  They replied, "where are you staying?" 

What they were probably implying was, "Teacher, 

where do we begin." And Jesus responded to them 

with the invitation, "Come and see." 

We have been working on a few projects in the 

parish to help give a fresh visible presence to our 

presence and ministries.  I would like to introduce 

them to you. 

We have a new logo that we will be using.  

Hopefully those around us will be able to recognize 

as well as they do some other logos 

before long, and have favorable 

memories and experiences that go 

along with.    

Now the picture you see hear 

does not have color, but you will see 

it in color from time to time.  And the design is 

intentional and has method to its madness.  Here is 

an explanation of what was created. 

The font we chose is a circular font that is the 

same thickness as the arch border. The second line 

of text is lowercase as lowercase letters tend to 

portray a more inviting and relaxed tone.  

We choose to use the color teal because it's a 

color of restfulness, mental and spiritual balance. 

It's made from blue (a color of tranquil stability) 

and green (optimistic color). By bringing both of 

those colors together, teal creates a reflective mood 

and provokes thinking. 

The "1" inside the cross is meant to represent 

"One in Christ" in a literal, but clever way.  The 

cross represents our Lord and Savior.  The five 

rays/beams represent the five congregations 

that make up One in Christ. 

Outreach Cards 

The parish council wanted something to be able 

to hand to others that could, and would, quickly 

introduce us to someone.  They came up with the 

idea of a business card format – small and handy.  

And then they designed the following.  These will 

be available in our churches for you to take and 

share with others 

– for whatever 

reason.  They 

will provide 

people with 

quick 

information to 

find out who we 

are. 

 

And our 

biggest 

project over 

the last 7 

months is 

working to set 

up a fresh and easy-to- use webpage.  We are 

currently training volunteers (beyond the office 

staff) to help enter data, so we can keep it current 

and up-to-date.  It is being launched.  We will be 

updating the information. There will be a few 

corrections over the next weeks. 

www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org 

You will find a link for the live-streamed 

worship … a link for Daily Devotions … a link to 

Give generously through Tithe-ly … worship times, 

calendar, current events.  A place to volunteer … to 

contact the office staff electronically … there will 

even be a venue to register for events like VBS.  

There will even be photo albums for you to “see” 

what is going on. 

All things things are designed to bring a visual 

presence of One in Christ to the communities in 

which we live.  But never forget, and most 

important, what we are about is not about us, it is 

about Jesus Christ.  All these tools are here so that 

we can more effectively help people “see” Christ in 

their lives and in our world. 

“Come and See!” Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Savior, is who we are pointing to. 
Wanderings and Wonderings,  Pastor Bill Peters
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