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From the Pastor’s Desk         
 “And the one seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’”    Revelation 21:5 

 

I always consider New Year’s Eve and New Years Day 
a little pick me up holiday.  As we know stores start 
preparing us for Christmas as soon as Halloween is over.  I 
think most of us agree that November 1st is to soon to be 
pushing Christmas.  Yet, we cannot fault the stores too 
much, for we have created a pattern of holding off major 
purchases for our families and ourselves for Christmas.  
The stores are waiting to get into the black and stay in 
business, begin to push Christmas sales, longing for your 
financial support.  Thus, we hear about Christmas from the 
first of November through Christmas Day.  So, we have a 
lot of time preparing for Christmas. 

Besides the commercials and the Christmas music on 
the radio preparing us for Christmas, there are lots of events 
leading up to Christmas.  We have Sunday School 
Christmas programs.  We have Christmas concerts galore 
from Elementary school through colleges.  There are 
community Christmas celebration events.    There are 
Christmas gatherings with friends.  There are Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day worship services.  There are family 
gatherings to eat and open presents.  With all these events 
leading up to Christmas, we are filled with expectations and 
just like that, in a blink of an eye, the calendar shows 
December 26th.   Another Christmas has become a family 
memory made and shared.  Often we are a little tired from 
all the preparing for Christmas and all the special events 
and family gatherings.  We enjoy a little down time.  At the 
same time, we have been in the anticipation mode for a long 
time and so we are still excited to do something. 

Six days after Christmas, we have another opportunity 
to gather with family and friends.  We gather on New Year’s 
Eve to celebrate the blessings the Lord has bestowed upon 
us.  We share Christmas stories.  We share the good things 
that the past year as brought.  We look forward to 
somethings or some situations to be over and to have a new 
beginning. 

We look to the New Year, hopeful to have new 
beginnings.  It is a New Year, after all.  With a New Year, 
we are hopeful that the New Year will bring some new 
changes, hoping some stressful situations will change, 
hoping relationships will become stronger and renewed.  
With a new year, we are open to new adventures and new 
journeys the year might bring.  For some there will be a 
wedding.  For some there will be a birth of a new child.  For 

some there will be a graduation in a few 
months, either from high school or college.  
We are hopeful for new blessings.  So, it is 
with hope and joy, if we stay up long enough, 
that we begin the count down to a New Year.  
Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, three, 
two, one, Happy New Year!!!  We applaud.  

Couples kiss.  Hugs are given.  A toast is 
shared and we hope for new beginnings in a New Year.   

There are some new beginnings, new opportunities as 
we begin the new year.  But it isn’t long and we also discover 
that some of the same brokenness that existed on 
December 31st, are still present.  Our world is still a broken 
world, where sin exists and its power to create pain and 
brokenness is felt.  Some of the old is still present. 

I am reminded of this fact every time I clean the floors 
in our house.  Sometimes, I will sweep the floor, then swift 
the floor and/or vacuum the floor and then mop it with the 
intent of cleaning up all the little dust balls and dirt laying in 
the small grooves of the floor tiles.  When I am done, I will 
still find little dust balls here and there.  The dirt is never all 
gone.  It is the same with our sinful self.  We can work hard 
to follow God’s Commandments.  We can strife to love God 
and our neighbors with our whole hearts.  But no matter how 
hard we try to be a loving saint of God, we are always at the 
same time sinners. 

In the face of this truth is the Good News, that Jesus 
makes all things new.  Jesus makes you and me new.  
Jesus, who has become Immanuel, God with us, comes to 
you and me with his love and grace and he makes you new.  
Jesus makes you a child of God.  Jesus removes your sin 

and gives you his righteousness.  
Jesus changes your old journey 
into brokenness and separation 
from God, to being included in the 
very kingdom of God, as one who 

belongs and is celebrated by the Heavenly hosts as a 
redeemed Child of God.  Jesus fills us with his Holy Spirit 
and love and grace and makes our relationship with God 
new.  Filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s love, 
our relationships can be renewed as we strive to forgive as 
we are forgiven, to love as we are loved.   

One day, when Jesus fulfills his words in the Revelation 
to John, Jesus will make all things new.  There will be a new 
heaven and a new earth.  There will be no more suffering, 
no more hunger, no more thirst, no more sorrow, for sin and 
death will be no more.  There will be no need for sun or 
moon or stars, for we will live in the light of God’s glory.  
Jesus will remove all the stains and dirt of our souls and we 
will no longer be sinner and saint, we will just be saints of 
God.  Yet, as Martin Luther reminded us, as we remember 
our baptism, we can drown the old sinful self, remember 
Jesus has declared you forgiven and rise up as a new child 
of God each day. Jesus is the one who makes us new, no 
matter what day the calendar says.  Happy New Year, 
knowing Jesus is the one who makes you new. 

                                           Pastor Randy  



 Wanderings and Wonderings 
It is soon to be New Years, and we begin 

thinking of resolutions – new starts, new beginnings, new 

ways to live our lives.  One common resolution is live a 

healthier lifestyle – exercise a bit more, eat better, lose a 

little weight.  It is hardly fair!  The holiday season sets us 

up for that resolution.  We feast from Thanksgiving to 

Christmas – full feed for a month.  Something 

has to give (hopefully not the button on 

my pants ☺). We eat because it’s there. 

We eat because they are our favorites.  

We eat because we are expected to.  We 

eat because we are stressed.  We ate.  We are well fed. 

There is another realm of being fed – spiritually.  In a 

way, the holiday season – from Thanksgiving to 

Christmas, we are given another feast from the Word of 

God.  Some of our favorites.  So we snack a little here (or 

is it “hear” – pun intended) , a little there, graze a bit, and 

then have a feast once or twice.  We are well fed.  And 

then, though not appropriate to this application – we go on 

a diet, and find ourselves hungry. 

Now realize, I’m playing off the holiday season, but 

this experience of “feast or famine” concerning lives our 

faith, consuming God’s Word – the Bread of Life – can 

happen at any time of the year, at any (and often many) 

time of life.  In fact, that experience cycles through most 

people in different ways – seasonally, over the years, even 

generationally.  Why?  I don’t know, human nature 

(sinfulness) I guess.  Often we are hungry before we 

realize it.  We get pre-occupied with the things of this 

world, and forget to eat.  Or don’t eat well.  Or fill 

ourselves on the “junk food” and do not eat a spiritually 

balanced meal, and then find ourselves not feeling well.   

When they found Jesus on the other 

side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, 

when did you come here?" Jesus 

answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, 

you are looking for me, not because you 

saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do 

not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 

endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give 

you. … So they said to him, "What sign are you going to 

give us then, …Our ancestors ate the manna in the 

wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from 

heaven to eat.'" …Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of 

life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” (portions of 

John 6:25-35) 

We are often like the Hebrews in the wilderness, or the 

Jews of Jesus’ day  who cry out, “We’re hungry.” We, like 

them are stressed…by the ways of our world … found 

wanting…needing assurances that God is with us … 

waiting and wandering…for God to show us the way, 

wondering…because the world is going in so 

many different directions.  We cry out, “We’re 

hungry!” and struggle to recognize the food that God has 

provided.  The Hebrews grew tired of the manna.  The 

Jews didn’t recognize the heavenly bread of life (Jesus) 

that stood before them. 

Some of you remember Ann Landers, years ago She 

addressed this issue when someone shared that they didn’t 

feel they were being fed on Sunday morning by their 

pastor’s sermon.  They didn’t feel all that inspired when 

they left.  In fact their biggest concern was that by 

midweek, they couldn’t even remember the theme, the 

Scriptures, nor the message.  In her response, Ann asked 

them what they ate last Wednesday (assuming they 

wouldn’t remember).  Making the point that we eat, often 

three meals a day, hardly remembering one from the next, 

but the meals serve to nourish us, keep us healthy.  Only 

occasionally do we have that “never forget” meal.  And 

she compared that to their weekly worship experience. 

Let me say just a bit more.  There are 

many ways which God feeds us.   And we 

need to balance them all to some extend to be 

fed fully and (w)holy, because each style 

works on us differently.  We need a balanced 

diet of the Bread of Life – God’s Word.  1) 

We are fed as we read our Bible – and reading it out loud 

to one another has a different experience than reading it 

silently to ourselves. 2) We need to have some devotion 

time – to reflect on what has been read, to hear how others 

reflect on what they heard.  3) We need to be part of a 

worship experience.  Here we surround God’s Word with 

music, prayers, and the Word proclaimed (the oldest way 

God’s Word was experienced).  4) We need to dialog 

with God’s Word – Bible studies allow us to ask, answer 

and wrestle with questions – our questions about God 

and what we hear God saying to us.  And 5) we need a 

few of those “mountain top” experiences along the way 

– i.e. youth gatherings, faith retreats, Christmas/Easter 

worship experiences, etc. – they lift us up to new heights 

and we see God in all his glory, and it gives us some 

momentum during the lulls.  All those things make a 

balanced meal of the Bread of Life, each serves a unique 

purpose in keeping us spiritually fed. 

A new year is arriving.  Consider renewing an old 

resolution.  Seek out a healthy spiritual lifestyle, a 

balanced diet of the Bread of Life.  God has prepared the 

feast…you are invited… come to His table… it has been 

prepared for you. 

Have a Blessed Christmas and a Renewing New Year!.  

Wanderings and Wonderings,  

Pastor Bill Peters 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


