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ONE IN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN PARISH 

♦ Bethany                    ♦ Immanuel                   ♦ Lunder                     ♦ Silver Lake                    ♦ Winnebago 

Ministers   Every member of the Parish  

Pastors (#590-2737 – cell; email pastorbill@oneinchristlutheranparish.org) Bill Peters 

 (#590-0727 – cell; email pastorrandy@oneinchristlutheranparish.org) Randy Baldwin 

 web page - http://www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org    
Second Sunday in Lent  March 5, 2023 

REPENT AND BELEIVE 
We welcome all who gather here this morning as we walk with Jesus to Jerusalem and the cross.  A special welcome to all 

guests and visitors.  God so loved the world, that He sent Jesus to bear the burden of our sin on the cross, so that we could 

receive forgiveness, salvation, and life everlasting. 

CHRIST DIED FOR YOU! 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

(* Stand as you are able) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 GATHERING  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 

*CONFESSION  

From where does our help come? 

 Our help comes from God who made heaven and earth. 

The Scriptures write about God’s help being persistent and everlasting.  Living and loving God, we are 

blessed with the truth of these words in a way that the Psalmist could only dream about.  

In your great love for the world, your desire to help us became visible when you sent your Son, to 

be our Savior and Lord.   

That you - creator of heaven and earth - should so care for us is almost beyond our imagination.   

How can we come with anything other than praise and adoration for this priceless gift of lives 

lived eternally with you, O God?  

A gift made possible through the sacrificial love of Jesus, your Son, our Lord and our Savior.   

This we pray in his name.  Amen 

Abraham obviously had no problem believing that God would help him and his family as they journeyed 

forth into the unknown; and Jesus was able to journey towards Jerusalem believing that God would be his 

strong help and guide on the way.  We confess, O God, our readiness to affirm our belief in your guidance,  

Yet we fear to move into the unknown on behalf of the gospel . 

Abraham ventured forth into a future not of his own making, but in response to your call on his life, O God. 

We find that it is risky enough trying to shape our own future. 

Jesus must have been aware that the risks he was taking would lead him into trouble; but he carried on, 

knowing that God’s Spirit was helping him give shape to a future where justice and righteousness reign. We 

want to experience the new life that the Spirit breathes into us so that we too can give shape to that future.   

As long as it doesn’t disturb our present  condition too much. 

Break through our resistance and our fear O God, with your perfect and all-reaching love; so that we may 

hear and respond to your call, your promises, your leadership in our lives with heightened enthusiasm and 

deepened faith. 

Gracious and loving God, forgive our lack of trust in you;  

Help us when we hesitate, and strengthen us where we are weak.  

Blow your Spirit afresh into our hearts and minds  

 

http://www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org/
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So that we have courage to follow Jesus wherever he leads us.    

Amen 
 

*EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE – THE GOOD NEWS  

“God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.”  

And so I declare to you: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*OPENING SONG   “Children of the Heavenly Father” # 474 
 

Children of the heav'nly Father 

safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

God his own doth tend and nourish, 

in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, 

in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

Neither life nor death shall ever 

from the Lord his children sever; 

unto them his grace he showeth, 

and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

Though he giveth or he taketh, 

God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely 

to preserve them pure and holy. 
 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
   

*APOSTOLIC GREETING       

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

WE BAPTIZE 

Elaina Ann Johnson 

PRESENTATION AND PROMISES 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. 

By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are 

united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 

God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Elaina Ann baptized 

into Christ? 

Parents/Sponsors:  We do. 
 

Parents, as you bring her to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:  to live with 

her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's 

Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in her hands the Holy Scriptures, and nurture her in 

faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others 

and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 



 4 

Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents:  We do. 
 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to 

help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

Sponsors:  We do. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support Elaina Ann and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 

We do. 
 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH  

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 
 

*BAPTISMAL (APOSTLES’) CREED 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT  

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 

the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living 

things. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 
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By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his 

family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the 

promised land. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 
 

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of 

his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has 

opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of 

cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given new life. Wash away the sin of 

all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.  To 

you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Elaina Ann, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new 

birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.  Sustain Elaina Ann with the gift of your Holy 

Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Elaina Ann, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

(The pastor, after dipping his hand in the baptismal waters, makes the sign of the cross on the child's 

forehead.) 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world.   

Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

(A candle is lit from the Christ Candle and given to the parents as a symbol of Jesus Christ - the Light of 

the World, and as a reminder that they are responsible for sharing Jesus Christ with their child.) 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join us in giving thanks 

and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

 

*SHARING THE PEACE 

   

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY      

Let us pray. 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your 

children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all 
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the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he 

must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God 

promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 12:1-4a 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their 

journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. 
 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I 

will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those 

who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                    Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails 

trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the 

dead. 
 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he 

has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned 

to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who 

without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through 

the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the 

law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 

only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, 

“I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 

calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL READING John 3:1-17 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of 

God. 
 

 The holy gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus 
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answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to 

him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 
5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is 

born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 

above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 

goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered 

him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If 

I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

  SERMON Pastor Bill Peters 
 

  SONG OF THE DAY  “Jesus Loves Me” Blue # 205 
 

Jesus loves me! this I know, 

for the Bible tells me so; 

little ones to him belong, 

they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain  Yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

the Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me! he who died 

heaven's gates to open wide; 

he will wash away my sin, 

let his little child come in.  Refrain 
 

Jesus loves me! he will stay 

close beside me all the way; 

Thou hast bled and died for me, 

I will hence-forth live for Thee.  Refrain 
 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

…Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

   MEAL  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  OFFERING  

*OFFERTORY SONG         “Let the Vineyards”   ELW # 184 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 
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Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PREFACE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

  DISTRIBUTION 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission in the world 

*BLESSING   

*THREE-FOLD AMEN 

*RINGING OF THE BELL 
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*SENDING SONG  “You Are Mine” ELW # 581 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Walk with Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

               

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20852. 
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Second Sunday in Lent                                                                                                                                                  March 5, 2023 

 

Windy People 
 

    What does it mean to be born of the Spirit? Jesus tells Nicodemus those who are born of the Spirit are like 

the wind: you can hear it but cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. What does it mean to be 

people of the wind? Are we to be heard, but unpredictable in our actions? Maybe. 

    Nicodemus is curious, working hard to reason out who Jesus is and what Jesus is saying. The trouble is 

that the eternal life Jesus is bringing into the world is not logical. Rebirth in the Spirit does not fit our 

framework of experience. The resurrection that follows the cross is not a scientific principle but a new work 

of God, received by faith rather than reason. The work of God is unpredictable. 

    Generally, we as people prefer predictability and order to uncertainty and chaos. There are reasons for 

this: people can be unpredictable in ways that bring pain and trauma into our lives. But there is a difference 

between this sort of volatility and the unpredictable ways God’s grace lands in the world. God’s grace 

always brings new life. 

    To be good stewards of our resources, congregations should have orderly financial processes, clear 

policies, and well-thought-out mission and ministry. At the same time, we can plan the Spirit right out of 

our work if we are more dedicated to order than we are to discernment. The Spirit blows as she will. Is there 

room in our worship for some improvisation when the Spirit shows up in a new way? Is there flexibility in 

our ministry to pivot to a new opportunity as the Spirit blows by? 

    Born of the Spirit, may we windy people be surprised by God’s grace and be blessed to carry that gift to a 

world that is not expecting it. 

 


