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From the Pastor’s Desk         
“I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of 
God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations, but has now 
been revealed to his saints.”             {Colossians 1:25-26} 

 

I love to read, a good mystery.  Some of my favorite 
authors are always in the top ten bestsellers.  I like authors 
like James Patterson, David Baldacci, Lee Child, John 
Grisham, Harlan Coben, Michael Connelly, Janet 
Evanovitch, Nora Roberts, Jonathan Kellerman, Daniel 
Silva, Catherine Coulter and more.  What I enjoy about 
these writers is they write about characters that are 
believable and you identify with them.  Then there is a 
mystery in the plot and I try to figure out who did it and why.  
Most of these writers keep me turning the page, often late 
into the night as the person I thought did it, gets eliminated 
as a suspect one by one.  I have to read through all the final 
twists and turns to see who did it and the mystery is solved.  
Sometimes I guess the right character, but there were many 
twists and turns in which I thought I was wrong.  For me and 
for many who enjoy this genre of Mystery and Thriller 
novels, it is a delight to go along for the ride and enjoy the 
mystery finally being revealed.   

As we read the verse from Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians, writing about the mystery that has been hidden 
throughout the ages and generations, it is easy for us to 
figure out that Paul is not talking about a great fiction story 
by a mystery writer.  Paul is writing about the mystery of 
God’s love that redeems and makes new. 

This mysterious love of God is revealed here and there 
through the generations.  Even beginning with Adam and 
Eve.  God walked in the garden with them every evening to 
converse with them to build an intimate relationship.  When 
they sinned, God sent an angel to guard the tree of life so 
Adam and Eve wouldn’t live in their sin forever.  God also 
provided some clothes for them since they knew they were 
naked.  When Adam and Eve’s son Cain kills his brother 
Able, God punishes Cain, but then provides a mark upon 
him to protect him. 

God finds Abraham to be a righteous man and God 
makes a covenant with Abraham to give him a land, 
offspring and make him a blessing. Abraham puts the 
covenant at risks three times, twice passing off his wife, 
Sarah, as his sister and letting Lot chose between the 
promised land or the city.  Yet God kept his promises to 
Abraham and Sarah.  Abraham’s offspring became a great 
people living in bondage in Egypt.  Yet God kept his 
covenant and sent his servant Moses to be his 
ambassador going to battle against Pharaoh, 
who claimed to be a god.  There were ten 
plagues, but then Pharaoh set the people free, 
only to chase them once they were at the Red 
Sea.  Then God showed his power and 
faithfulness to the people as he split the Red 

Sea and they crossed over on dry land, then brought the 
Sea crashing down on Pharaoh’s army.   

God made a covenant with the Children of Israel, 
proclaiming to be their God and they would be his people.  
God gave them his Ten Commandments, but then they 
sinned building an idol.  They questioned God’s promises, 
even though God provided fresh water, manna and quail to 
eat for forty years.  Years later God would make a covenant 
with King David, that someone on his line would reign in 
God’s kingdom.  But then David sinned, committing adultery 
and murder.  God was still present as Solomon built the 
Temple.  But then the people strayed, some kings 
worshipped idols and some worshipped God.   

Through it all, God would reveal his love with a promise.  
Some thought God would come down with power and might, 
destroying all the enemies of Israel and usher in a messianic 
age.  Some thought God would call a charismatic leader to 
lead the Children of Israel to keep all of God’s laws.  Some 
thought God would send another king like King David. 

Jesus came revealing the mystery of God’s love.  There 
were twists in the plot as Jesus was born in a stable.  Then 
became a carpenter.  There were twists in the plot as Jesus 
healed people, ate with sinners, called fishermen and tax 
collectors and Zealots to be his disciples.  There was the 
mystery and twist of the Son of God being crucified, died 
and buried.  The greatest twist on the third day, as Jesus 
rose from the dead, victorious over sin and death.  Another 
mystery of Jesus ascending to heaven and sending the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit continues to reveal the mystery of God.  
As the Holy Spirit bears witness that God knows and loves 
you.  The Holy Spirit bears witness that God loves you so 
much, that Jesus’ victory over sin and death is offered to 
you.  In Jesus’ name and by his authority, you are forgiven 
and reconciled.  The mystery of God’s love revealed in the 
brokenness, where we often find ourselves, Jesus comes.  
Jesus claims you.  Jesus walks with you.  Jesus listens to 
your prayers.  The mystery of eternal life, as Jesus declares 
to you, I have defeated your death and you shall live in my 
Father’ s love and presence for all eternity.  The mystery of 
God’s love is revealed in the bread and wine, in a 
communion of brothers and sisters.  God’s love is no longer 

a mystery as God has revealed that he is your Father and 
you are his beloved child and God has chosen you to live 
in his love forever.  What a wonderful twist as Jesus 
solves the mystery.  

                                           Pastor Randy  



 

 Wanderings and Wonderings 
 Let you imagination run for a moment, 

picture yourself, your personality, who you really 

are – as a house. There is someone knocking at 

your door, you let them in…what will they find?   

I've met people who gave me the impression that if 

I went inside their "house", I wouldn't find anyone home. 

Or it would be so cluttered with junk that there wouldn't be 

any room for anyone. Or some houses are impressive on 

the outside, but rather artificial on the inside. 

Who lives in you? That's the question we ask of 

ourselves in our Lenten journey. Who lives in you? What 

guides our decisions? What sets the course of our life? 

What determines the way we think and treat others around 

us?  

Most of us strive to have Christ living in our heart, in 

our “house.” But is that so? There are those who are 

citizens of the world, and those who are citizens of heaven. 

Who lives in you? Think back over the decisions you've 

made this past week. Who made them - a citizen of this 

world or a citizen of heaven? Recall the way you spoke to 

those around you, and the way you treated others 

We want our answer to be "Christ lives in me." 

The same love, the same compassion that Jesus had, 

I want in me. I am a citizen of heaven. God is my 

Father. I want everyone to know where my citizenship 

lies.  Not by my boasting, but in my serving.  

The season of Lent calls us to look within ourselves and 

ask the question: "Who lives in me?" It calls us to be 

honest with ourselves and admit that even though we claim 

to be citizens of heaven, might we sometimes live as 

strangers to God? We think no one will notice the 

difference. But the season of Lent reminds us that God 

knows. We may be able to fool ourselves, and even those 

around us, but we can never fool God, for God sees our 

heart. God knows who lives in our house. 

There is a story of a burly, old lineman from a 

professional football team who thought that he knew all 

the tricks so he could stay out late and party on road trips 

despite the team's curfew. Over the years he got pretty 

good at it.   He'd pile certain things up under the blankets 

of the bed to make it appear that he was asleep when the 

coach checked curfew. And it worked fairly well until one 

evening when he was in a hurry and couldn't find the right 

items to put under the covers, so he just decided to slip a 

floor lamp under the blankets instead. Imagine what 

happened when the coach peeked in at 1 a.m. and snapped 

on the poor guy's light. 

The cross of Jesus is like that. It lays bare the thoughts 

of the human heart and reveals our inner person. Who lives 

in you? If you want to know the answer to that question, 

review your thoughts and actions in the light of the cross. 

How does your life reflect Jesus' love? How do your 

actions make God's compassion more visible? Who lives 

in you? 

In his autobiography, Dr. A.J. Cronin tells of a 

neighboring family called the Adams. Mr. Adams 

was an accountant in New York City, but he loved to 

spend all the hours he could working in his garden at 

their Connecticut home with his only son, Sammy. When 

WWII broke out, Mrs. Adams suggested they take a 

refugee child into their home. Mr. Adams wasn't much in 

favor of the idea, but he went along with it to please her. 

The child they received came from an orphanage in 

Central Europe with the impossible name of Paul 

Piotrostansilis. Unfortunately, as Paul learned the 

language, he also learned to manipulate the truth. He 

found it easy to steal and do mischief and broke the 

Adams' hearts many times. He did, however, develop a 

close friendship with the Adams' little son, Sammy. 

One day, Paul, against their specific warning, went 

swimming in a polluted stream near their home and came 

back with an infection, with it a raging fever. Because of 

the possibility it might be contagious, Paul was put in a 

separate room and Sammy was told to stay away from him. 

Paul eventually pulled through the crisis, but, while he 

was still sick, one morning the family found 

Sammy asleep in bed with Paul, the two of 

them breathing into each other's faces. And 

sure enough, Sammy caught the disease. The 

fever raged through him, and only four days later, 

Sammy died. 

Dr. Cronin was away on an extended study leave when 

this happened. He wrote his neighbors, expressing his 

sympathy for them, telling them that he, for one, would 

understand should they feel the need to send Paul back, 

after all the heartache he had caused them. A few months 

later, upon returning from his leave, Dr. Cronin went next 

door to visit the Adams and was surprised to see the same 

familiar sight of a man and a boy working side by side in 

the garden. Only this time the boy was Paul. 

"You still have him then?" Cronin inquired. "Yes," 

Henry Adams replied, "and he is doing much better now." 

"All I can say to you, Paul," Cronin muttered, "is that 

you're a pretty lucky boy." "Dr. Cronin," Henry 

interrupted, "you don't need to bother trying to pronounce 

his name anymore. He is now Paul Adams. We have 

adopted him. He is now the son we lost." 

That's the kind of love God has for us. A love that Jesus 

expresses in the face of death, a love that goes about its 

business, in spite of the consequences. Love that adopts us 

as children. Love that makes us citizens of heaven. Love 

that puts us in his place and gives us our inheritance. That 

is “Amazing Grace”.  

Who lives in you? May we all be able to say, "Christ 

lives in me for I live in him."   
Wanderings and Wonderings,  Pastor Bill Peters 

 


